s Jou nal 


LIGHT - HEAT - POWER jp(BY-PRQDDRARY 


o. 245. 97th. Year. LONDON, JUNE 20, 1945 / Sh 101945 No. 4283. Price 1/- 


Registered as a Newspaper. 


$ COMPANY 


"| CROYDON, SURREY 


Five Thomas Poiterton 
Boilers with a total output 
of 3,547,000 B.T.H.U/hr. 
supply all requirements for 
central heating, air 
conditioning, clothes 
drying and hot water. The 
Thomas Potterton Technical 
Advisory Service gladly 
place at your disposal their 
long experience in 
designing and installing 
gas fired boilers for all 
purposes. 








SSO) ate POTTERTON| LENGINEERS| LTD. 


CAVENDISH WORKS, BUCKHOLD RD., LONDON, S.W.18. 7£Z: PUTNEY 2265-4-5 
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THE STANTON IRONWORKS COMPANY LIMITED NEAR NOTTINGHAM 


DONKIN 
GAS SERVICE GOVERNORS 


This is an angle type Governor, 
with horizontal inlet and bottom 
outlet. Can be supplied with 3’ 
or 1” inlet and the outlet fitted 
with union and nut suitable for 
connecting to the inlet of a 
meter with either 5- or 10-light 


bosses. 


Suitable for Inlet Pressure up to 
22”' w.g., but can be made for 
higher pressures if required. 
The Governor is set for 2°8’ 
Outlet Pressure, but can be 
weighted to give higher pres- 
sures if desired. Capacity—300 
cu. ft. per hr., with a pressure 
loss of less than }” w.g. 


This Diaphragm Governor has been developed to meet conditions 


which will be generally found in the new houses now being 


erected. 


BRYAN DONKIN 


Many thousands have been delivered already. 


COMPANY LTD. 


Gas Works Plant Engineers, CHESTERFIELD 
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PLANS! 


i What are YOUR plans for the future? 


Are you interested in Benzole & Toluole 
Recovery by the Activated Carbon or 
Oil-Washing Processes ? 


e pots oe dy of Plant are made by us, and ‘among their 
* Automatic Operation, 
Low Maintenance, 
Low Water and Steam Consumption, 
Constant Quality and Yield of Product, 
Constant C.V. Reduction, 
Operation Flexible to give and maintain 


any desired Quality and Yield of 
* Product. : 


Our Plants are recovering 85%, of the available 
Hydrocarbons in the gas. 


Send us your enquiries; and remember that Orders 
e should be placed well ahead of needs, to prevent 
disappointment due to prevailing restrictions. 


a . « 

ONE OF OUR PLANTS 

® Have you received a copy of the 
recently published alphabetical 
index of our various manufactures? 


R&]. Ae 


GAS PLANT WORKS 


| Y] / anches ler / ) 


| LONDON OFFICE: 34 VICTORIA STREET. S‘Wl 
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MODERN APPROACH 


Drakes Limited have won wide renown for unusual solutions 
to difficult problems and thoroughness in skilled practice. 
This is due to the specialised approach to every undertaking, 
and has proved its value in high performance, endurance 
and flexibility. Sound economy goes naturally hand-in-hand 
with these modern Drake principles. 


View of Coal Feeding 
Boxes and Gas Off- 
takes in a Vertical 
Retort Installation 
erected by Drakes 
Limited at Market 

i Harborough. 


Telephone: Halifax 4701 \P.B.iEx. 
Telegrams: Draketed, Halifax 


OLD AS. THE INDUSTRY ITSELF 


it as 
YORKS ?"s 
t el 


—_—" 
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W:W-D 


COMPLETE 
INSTALLATIONS 


supplied or on order, for the 
high efficiency detarring of 


©©O 


million cu. ft. of gas per day. / 


i 
a 
| 
5 
ll 
E | 


EXCLUSIVE 
PIAATUIRIES 2 oo 


]_ The gas treater discharge electrode wires are 
prevented from developing pendulum swing by 


employment of a specially designed central electrode a : 1 d b 
suspended from a W.W-D type moulded Vitreosil On: ee eee ae ay oe 


insulator, readily accessible for cleaning. This housed in any existing building. This system is 
system is covered by Whessoe Patent B.P. 428,471. covered by Whessee Patent B.P. 557.336. 


2 The all-static selenium rectifier electrical equip- 


ment, specially developed for the W.W-D system, 


127 W-W-D Electro-Detarrer gas treaters 102 sets of selenium rectifier equipment 
supplied or on order all incorporating this supplied or on order, in addition to earlier 
design. type generator sets still in operation. 


Technical particulars on request. 


LONDON OFFICE: 25, Victoria St., S.W.1 _ petit : HEAD OFFICE DARLINGTON - 


THE WHESSOE FOUNDRY AND ENGINEERING COMPANY LTD 
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Very true, so they do, but so, for that matter, do 
certain politicians, and whenever anyone or anything speaks 
for itself the wise man is cautious. The facts may be true 


but the interpretation often puts things in another light. 


In the case of Chemical Engineering as applied 
to the Gas Industry, for instance, a clear knowledge of all 
conditions must be available before the performance of a 
plant is judged. As an example, a washer reduces the 
ammonia content of gas from 40 to 5 grains per 100 cu. ft. 
The efficiency, judged as ammonia recovery, is therefore 
87.5 per cent., but the real efficiency of the washer may 
be well over 95 per cent., since the recovery depends on 
temperature and water rate besides the design of the 
washer itself. Many other examples could be cited to 
show why the days of rule-of-thumb design are past. 


May we offer our technical services to assist 
you in the scientific design of your condensing, washing, 
detarring, purifying, drying, storage, Water Gas and by- 
product plants ? 


HENRY BALFOUR & G° L” 


DURIE FOUNDRY, LEVEN, FIFE 
LONDON OFFICE: ARTILLERY HOUSE . ARTILLERY ROW . S.W.1. 
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The Basic Requirements of 


DOMESTIC HOT-WATER SUPPL mn eel 


REQUIREMENT cena SYSTEM 


DOMESTIC BOILER 


BATH 


{ |. Large supply at in- 
x frequent intervals 
I day or night, with 
et <r possibility of follow- 
ing baths. 
be Small supplies at 
irregular intervals 
day or night. 


SHAVING 


Very small supply 
of very hot water 
at infrequent 'n- 


tervals 

mrs HEN SINK 

Ly Moderate supplies at 
frequent intervals 
Day only. 

COOKING 
Small supplies of 
very hot water. Day 
only. 
CLOTHES WASHING 

Large supplies of 
hot water on certain 


days only. 


IWiness. hot water 
bottles, cleaning etc: 


Very hot water day 


~ Only EWART CEYSERS 


or night. 


answer 


— to every question 


EWART & SON, LTD 


. 169 REGENT ST. W 

. W.1. — WORKS : 

Scottish A ‘ : LETCHWORT 

gents: JAMES R. THOMSON & CO. Ltd., 10 Blythswood St + Pn IRL ALS 
reet, Glasgow, C.2 
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My, 
\, 
( 


Only a perfect blade made of the finest steel can stand this test— 
bend without breaking and spring back dead straight. Bend and 
rebound—stretch and react—expand and contract. That is the 
characteristic demanded of the perfect paint to ensure complete 
protection of exposed surfaces under varying weather conditions 
—without cracking. And this is where Dixon’s Paint, with its 
special silica-graphite content, makes all the difference. Its hard 
leathery skin possesses sufficient elasticity to withstand changes 
of temperature, which makes it ideal for gas holders and other 
exposed structures. Naturally it is widely used. What about 
your exposed surfaces ? 


Cc. R. AVERILL LTD., 22 Duchy St., Stamford St., London, S.E.1 
Telephone: WATerloo 4732/3. Telegrams: ‘‘Crucigraph, Sedist, London.”’ 
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SPECIALISTS 
in 
DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION 


aS R sees 
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ASHMORE, GENSON, PEASE £C0,LTO. 


PARKFIELD WORKS » STOCKTON-ON-TEES 


ESTABLISHED {876 
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easy to sell things ? 












but not easy to sell ANYTHING 

The. demand is great but t 

war has taught discrimination} 
Victory shopping will become 
search for the latest equipmen @y 
Equipment in which the expectatiope-\. 
of Big advances on pre-war desig 

have been realised . 
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COOKERS 


ALERT AND PROGRESSIVE GAS INDUSTRY 
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Fuel efficiency starts with 


Specialist ideas for Management 


FUEL EFFICIENCY is not only a wartime expedient: it is a basic factor in 
factory control. There cannot be any doubt that plant output and production 
costs—vital elements in all future plans—depend to a very considerable 
degree on correct and efficient fuel usage. @ To help industrial manage- 
ment the Ministry of Fuel and Power have issued a series of Bulletins, written 
by experts and full of really practical suggestions. They cover almost every 
aspect of the efficient use of fuel, heat and power. 

The personal attention of management is directed especially to the following 
Bulletins: 


‘The Appointment and Responsibilities of Fuel 
Watchers.’ 


“Bonus Schemes for Fuel Economy in Industry.’ 

* Thermal Insulation of Buildings.’ 

‘Fuel Economy by Saving Electricity.’ 

‘The Effect of Variations in Output on Heat Con- 
sumption.’ 

‘The Construction of a Factory Heat Balance.’ 
‘Peak Steam Demands, Cause, Effect and Cure.’ 
“Fuel Economy by Water Saving.’ 


“Small Vertical Boilers, Steam Cranes and Shunting 
Engines.’ 


@ MAY WE SUGGEST that you call together for a few minutes 
your departmental heads and fuel watchers. Ask each to check the 
Bulletins he already holds and those he ought to have. Extra copies 
will be supplied free by your Regional Office of the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power. 
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Probably one of the best known buildings in Chelsea 
is the ROYAL HOSPITAL — colloquially ‘The Old 
Pensioners '’ — designed by Sir Christopher Wren. 


‘Tis nobleness to serve." 


Generations of service to the Gas 
Industry in the production of Meters 
of acknowledged excellence is the 
proud record of 


GEORGE GLOVER'S 
of CHELSEA 


Reproduced from “ Byways of London” published by John R. Battley 





PUMPS | 


FOR GAS WORKS 


PLEASE APPLY FOR 
LIST NO. 8D. 


FIG. 257. BELT DRIVEN SINGLE GUIDEO RAM FIG. 62. GALV. SHEET STEEL LIFT PUMP 
FIG. S7A, IRON CAST LIFT PUMP. PUMP, FOR 60 LBS. PER SQ. INCH. 


JOSEPH EVANS & SONS wotvernameton L? 


Wires: ‘Evans, Wolverhampton.” CGULWELL WORKS, WOLVERHAMPTON. "Phones Wolverhampton 20864, 20865 


London Office: KERN HOUSE, 36 & 38, KINGSWAY, W.C.2. Wires: ‘‘Dryosbo, Westcent.”” *Phone: Holborn 1091. 


§ 
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HUMPHREYS « GLASGOW 
LJ J9, 


Installations for Production 
of 
Carburetted Water Gas 


Blue Water Gas 


Producer Gas 


Special Gas for Synthetic Processes 


Hydrogen 


Ancillary Plant 
for 


Waste Heat Steam Production; 
Gas Cooling & Cleaning; Fuel Handling & Charging; 
Ash & Dust Disposal; etc. 


London Address: Temporary Address: 
Humglas House, &, Winkfield Manor, 
Carlisle Place, Ascot . . Berks. 
London, S.W. 1. *phone Winkfield Row 2107. 


Established 1892 
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BROTHERHOOD 
STEAM TURBINES FOR GASWORKS 


Our Turbines, made for all powers up to 15,000 B.H.P. and for all 


conditions of service, are installed for driving Exhausters, 
Boosters, and Generators in many Gas Works, including :— 


The Gas Light & Coke Co., South Suburban Gas Co., 

Wandsworth & District Gas Co., and in Works of 

Corporations and Companies at—Birmingham, Bristol, 

Coventry, Cardiff, Exeter, Liverpool, Manchester, 

Newcastie-on-Tyne, Preston, Portsmouth, Sheffield, 
Smethwick, Toronto, etc. 


300 kW Back Pressure Geared Turbo-Generator. 


Brotherhood plant for Gas Works also includes 
Reciprocating Boosters, Water Cooling Towers, 
Air and Gas Compressors for all pressures and 


PETERBOROUGH 
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Another Siage Forward 


AST week saw a big gathering in London of representatives 

of gas undertakings from all parts. Thought their visit 

was primarily in connexion with the technical side of the In- 
dustry and most of their time was occupied with two full days of 
Institution Meeting on the Tuesday and Wednesday, many of 
them stayed on to deal with most important matters of adminis- 
tration and organization on the Thursday. It is difficult to 
add much in the way of comment to our report in other columns 
of the proceedings at what was, in effect, the winding-up meeting 
of the National Gas Council; yet it is opportune to summarize 
the situation as it appears at this juncture to the detached 
observer. 

Once again the Gas Industry is at a cross-roads. It has been 
at cross-roads before; it has hesitated, argued, and finally 
wandered on in divided parties by various routes. This time 
the biggest effort of all is required to agree upon which is the 
right road and then to follow it in one big united body. We 
advisedly say the biggest of all efforts, because it may well be 
the last chance which is granted to the Industry to shape its 
own future. Viewing the prospects detachedly, we should say 
that at last week’s meetings the first stage was passed of transition 
from muddle and drift to the shaping of orderly and sane 
organization. The two bodies which well enough served their 
special purposes when they were set up many years ago, but 
whose separate existence in more recent conditions has led to 
overlapping and militated so seriously against the development 
of full efficiency, have now constitutionally thrown in their 
lot together in the British Gas Council. In name, and for 
perfectly good reasons of internal procedure, the National Gas 
Council and the British Commercial Gas Association still exist. 
For all purposes which affect the main issue their members sit 
together on the British Gas Council, which is invested with full 
power to act for both. There was some agitation at the meeting 
to find a better name for the new body. We have no sym- 
pathy for any such suggestion. The name under which it was 
rather hastily introduced in embryo form to meet an emergency 
has already received ministerial recognition in public and has, 
we hope, begun to make some impression on the minds of those 
whom we wish to impress with the fact that we have settled 
down to business in real earnest. Let us leave it at that. 

The next move, therefore, is on the British Gas Council, whose 
next meeting is fixed for July 10. There is a big job waiting to 
be done by it. It has, in the first place, to draw up and agree 
upon a constitution for itself, in which matter it is devoutly 
to be hoped that Gas Industry precedent will not be followed, 
and that the new organization will not hopple itself from the 
very beginning with restrictions of every kind which in the 
past have proved the despair of the progressive minds and the 
rocks to which the status quo-ites anchored their static craft. A 
constitution there must be. Could it not initially consist of one 
clause—to do all that may be necessary to organize the gas 
supply of the British Isles in the best interests of the supplied, 
which in the long run is bound to be in the best interests of the 
suppliers? That, surely, would be the soundest basis upon 
which to build and develop a constitution. 

There will, of course, be need to elect an executive council, 
and some attempt was made, prematurely and inadvisedly we 
thought, to discuss details of this at the meeting last week. It 
will be remembered that, when the B.G.C. was father informally 
thrown into battle earlier this year to meet the challenge of a 


drift into chaos, a body of some dozen members very nobly 
agreed to act as advisory council, and later, still more nobly, to 
accept the responsibility of certain executive powers. It was 
understood that this was only a temporary measure to fill the 
gap until such time as proper elections could be held. Such 
time has now arrived, and the question of district representation 
on whatever executive council may be formed will have to be 
faced. There will be full opportunity of debating the matter 
when the members meet together next month; in the meantime 
we do not propose to enter into the argument in advance. It 
does occur to us, however, that there may well be more general 
happiness and contentment if means can be found of having 
every district directly represented on the executive without 
detriment to its efficiency ; by which we mean that, if twenty was 
decided upon as the ideal size for the executive, and if the 
twenty best men were all located in the Eastern Counties, it 
would be a thousand pities to have to leave any of them out in 
favour, for example, of a Londoner or a representative of the 
North of England. This theory is strengthened if we may draw 
a comparison between the elected members of the British Gas 
Council and the elected Parliament under the British Constitu- 
tion which has served us so long and so well. The Government, 
which is Parliament’s executive, does not purport to be based 
upon geographical considerations at all, but upon fitness for the 
job. However, we dare not pursue this analogy further, or the 
purists will point out that it is the Prime Minister who selects 
the members of the Government, and that consequently we should, 
if we were logical, assign to Mr. A. E. Sylvester, or whoever is 
next month formally elected chairman of the B.G.C., the task 
of choosing the executive council. 

So we will leave it at that, pausing only to remark that even 
such revolutionary and forthright procedure would be infinitely 
more to the Industry’s advantage than protracted discussions 
and further delay in getting down to business. It is already 
several months since the need for drastic action was agreed and, 
though obviously some delay was inevitable and time has by 
no means been wasted, the undisguised intentions of other 
industries are urgent enough reason for speeding up our own 
plans. We would end this note with the thought which inevit- 
ably follows upon discussion of organization on the national 
scale. It is that in the long run success depends more than 
anything else upon organization in the districts. There can be 
no magic formulae devised at Gas Industry House to solve 
at one stroke the problems of the Sheffield steel furnace and the 
boarding-house keeper at Brightlingsea. Yet there is obviously 
need for a co-ordinating body which can speak representatively 
for the whole industry in matters of policy on the national 
level—a _clearing-house for views of all the districts in such 
matters. Are the districts really and truly setting their houses 
in order? We have so often in the past complained of the veil 
of secrecy which appeared to surround proceedings at head- 
quarters—an obstacle to confidence and progress which we 
believe will be removed by the new set-up. Is there any counter- 
part of it in the districts? Are their organizations truly demo- 
cratic, truly representative of the small as well as of the big fry, 
and are the “rank and file” given every opportunity of making 
their opinions heard? These are genuine questions, and not 
in the nature of innuendo. If affirmative answers cannot be 
given to them, then there is small hope of any really satis- 
factory organization being evolved on the national plane. 
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Personal 


In the Birthday Honours List appears the name of Mr. F. M. 
Birks, Chief Engineer of the Gas Light and Coke Company, who has 
been appointed C.B.E. 

ES * * 


Mr. W. Ross TAYLor, C.B.E., M.P., who has been on the staff of the 
National Gas Council for over 20 years, is resigning his position. At 
a meeting of the Central Executive Board prior to the annual meeting 
of the Council on June 14 reference was made to the pleasant relations 
which had always existed between him and the members, and his 
colleagues at Gas Industry House. 


* * * 


Mr. E. D. WoorTeN, who was appointed Gas and Electrical Engineer 
to the Malvern Urban Council in 1921, is retiring from the dual 
position. The Council has decided to appoint separate officers to 
succeed Mr. Wooten. 

ok 2k ok 


On May 25 the staff of the Huddersfield Corporation Gas Depart- 
ment met to make a presentation to Mr. JAMES CROSLAND on his 
retirement from the position of Assistant Manager after 49 years’ 
service. The chair was taken by Mr. H. Singleton (Engineer and 
General Manager), and the Mayor, the Chairman of the Gas Com- 
mittee, and also the Deputy Chairman were present. The Mayor 
expressed to Mr. Crosland the thanks of the Corporation as a whole 
for his long and loyal service, and conveyed to him their best wishes 
for a happy retirement, and Mr. Singleton referred to his association 
with Mr. Crosland since 1911 and spoke of the regard and esteem 
in which he was held. Mr. D. Parson, Showroom Superintendent, 
who has 38 years’ service with the undertaking, made the presentation 
of a writing bureau from the staff, and expressed his personal regard 
and best wishes. 

ok * * 

Mr. R. W. FouLps, Deputy Gas and Water Engineer and Manager 
to the Leigh Corporation, has tendered his resignation in consequence 
of his having obtained a similar appointment at Carlisle. The Town 


Council has placed on record its appreciation of the services rendered 
by him. Mr. Foulds has occupied the position at Leigh since 1942. 
* * * 


Mr. Husert CLARKE, Boiler and Power Station Department, and 
Mr. J. P. V. WooLtam, Chemical Plant Department, 
appointed to the Board of Simon-Carves, Ltd. 


have been 


Control of Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, 
1945 


The Minister of Fuel and Power, in pursuance of Regulations 55 
and 55AA of the Defence (General) Regulations, has made the Control 
of Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, 1945 (S.R.&O. 1945, No. 681). 

The Order, which came into force on June 11, further amends the 
Control of Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, 1944 (S.R.&O. 1944, No. 
172). The Order increases the prices at which controlled products 
may be sold or supplied. The quantity of naphtha and xylole which 
may be disposed of in each quarter without licence is increased to 
300 gallons with.a limit of 100 gallons as between the same parties. 
Producers, refiners, blenders, and merchants may in each quarter 
beginning July 1 use or consume (otherwise than for refining) not 
more than 300 gallons of controlled products. The Order frees from 
price control benzole, coal spirit, naphtha, and xylole supplied in 
containers holding a less quantity than 5 gallons. Slight alterations 
have also been made in relation to information required by the Minister. 


Scottish Juniors 


The Annual Meeting of the Scottish Junior Gas Association 
(Eastern District) was held at Dunfermline on May 26. Mr. W. 
Masterton presided. 

The following Office-Bearers were elected for Session 1945-46: 

President.—J. R. Denoon, Edinburgh. 

Vice-President.—T. R. Sawers, Perth. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer —W. Brown, Leven. 

Transactions Secretary.—Miss E. Robertson, Perth. 

Education Representative-—S. G. Melville, Edinburgh. 

Librarian—A. Doran, Edinburgh. 

Members of Council.—A. Ramsay, Galashiels; R. Air, Cowden- 
beath; C. B. Mitchell, Dunfermline; W. H. Carson, Edinburgh; and 
D. Gillespie, Cardenden. 

Hon. Auditors—E. L. Farquhar, South Elmsall; 

Alexander, Edinburgh. 

On the recommendation of the Council it was unanimously agreed 
to increase the annual subscription to 10s. per annum. 

The President moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Carson for the service 
he had rendered to the Association during his three years as Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

Mr. D. W. Davison, Inverness, then gave a short Paper entitled 
“Random Reflections on Post-war Problems,” and a further short 
Paper was presented, entitled “‘Notes on a 200,000 cu.ft. Waterless 
Holder,” by Mr. G. A. Royden, Greenock. 


§§ 
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New Members of the Institution 


At the Annual Meeting of the Institution of Gas Engineers the 
following were elected to the various classes of membership enumerated : 

Honorary Membership.—The Presidents (ex officio) of the Gas 
Associations of Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, New Zealand, 
and United States of America. Hodsman, H. J., M.B.E., M.Sc., 
F.R.IL.C. (Senior Lecturer in Gas Chemistry, University of Leeds): 
Ronca, J. F., O.B.E. (formerly Director of Gas Administration, Board 
of Trade). 

Membership.—Finn, C. P., M.Sc., F.R.1L.C., (General Manager, 
Hemsworth and United Kingdom Coke Oven Company, Ltd.); Ilsley, 
A. F. (Chief Engineer, Barnet District Gas and Water Company); 
Scott, J. P., B.Sc. (Assistant Works Superintendent, Edinburgh Gas 
Department); Warwick, W. N. (Coke Oven Manager, South Durham 
Steel and Iron Company and Cargo Fleet Iron Company). 

Associate Membership.—Blinkhorn, A., B.Sc. (Shift Superintendent, 
Oldbury Gas Department); Brook, G., B.Sc. (Operating Engineer, 
Woodall-Duckham Company (1920), Ltd.); Carpenter, T. (Technical 
Assistant, Hereford Gas Department); Clark, J. R. (Shift Engineer, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company); Eccleshare, 
K. G. (Industrial Development Engineer, Bristol Gas Company); 
Edwards, T. F. (Fitting Superintendent, Newport Gas Company); 
Greenwood, H. (Engineering Technical Representative, Drakes, Ltd.); 
Gregory, M., B.Sc. (Assistant Engineer, Gas Light and Coke Company ; 
Hoskin, J. (Distribution Assistant, Southampton Gaslight and Coke 
Company) ; Howgate, D. K. (Assistant Engineer and Manager, L.M.S. 
Gas and Water Works, Wolverton); Hudson, K. W. (Assistant Dis- 
tribution Engineer, Preston Gas Company); Lodge, F. E. (Chief 
Chemist (Coke Ovens). and Assistant Manager, Houghton Main 
Colliery Company, Ltd.); Nichols, F. W. (Technical Assistant to Dis- 
tribution Superintendent, Plymouth and Stonehouse Gas Light and 
Coke Company); Orchard, P. R. J. (Assistant Engineer and Manager, 
Newport Gas Company, I.o.W.); Owen, W. H. (Works Engineer, 
Hemel Hempstead Works of the Watford and St. Albans Gas Com- 
pany); Phillips, C. J. (Works Superintendent, Southampton Gaslight 
and Coke Company); Richmond, F. (Engineering Assistant, City of 
Leicester Gas Department) ; Robinson, C. F. (Works Chemist, Watford 
and St. Albans Gas Company); Savill, A. H., M.Sc. (Carbonizing 
Chemist and Technical Assistant, South Metropolitan Gas Company) ; 
Shipley, T. W. E. (Technical Assistant, Nottingham Gas Department) ; 
Spiller, W. J. (Shift Engineer, Torquay and Paignton Gas Company) ; 
Tarn, W. H. (Industrial Gas Equipment Engineer, Severn Valley Gas 
Corporation, Ltd.); Tunnicliff, K. (Technical Assistant, Malvern 
Gas Department) ; Victory, H. J., B.Sc. (Assistant Coke Oven Manager, 
Guest Keen Baldwins Iron and Steel Company); Waight, J. F. 
B.Sc.(Eng.), (Industrial Gas Engineer, South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany); Willsmer, R. J. (Divisional Service Manager, Gas Light and 
Coke Company); Wright, S. E. (Assistant Engineer, Pontypool Gas 
and Water Company); Williams, A. S. (Works Chemist, Hampton 
Court Gas Company). 

Associateship.—Boden, W., M.Met. (Manager, Technical Service 
Department, Stanton Ironworks Company, Ltd.); Cheeseman, F. A. 
(Domestic Service Manager, Wandsworth and District Gas Company) ; 
Hiscott, H. R. (Director, Le Bas Tube Company, Ltd.). 


Diary 

June 21.—Industrial Gas Centres Committee: Gas Industry House, 
10 a.m. 

June 22.—Waverley Association of Gas Managers: Y.M.C.A. Hall, 
Edinburgh, 10.30 a.m. 

June 23.—Western Junior Gas Association: Meeting at Minehead. 

June 25.—London and Counties Coke Association: Finance Com- 
mittee, 11 a.m.; Executive Committee, 11.30 a.m.; 
Central Committee, 1.30 p.m., Gas Industry House. 

June 25.—Women’s Gas Council: Annual General Meeting, Gas 
Industry House, 3 p.m. 

June 30.—-Manchester and District Junior Gas Association: Ladies’ 
Day, Southport. 

July 6.—Manchester District Association of Gas Engineers: 
dent’s Day, Rochdale. 

July 10.—Domestic Development Committee: Gas Industry House, 
2.30 p.m. 

July 12.—Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation: Technical Committee, at 
Gas Industry House, 10.30 a.m. 


Presi- 


The Transfer Department of the Gas Light and Coke Company has 
returned from Chertsey, and communications should be addressed to 
the Registrar, Gas Light and Coke Company, Vincent Street, West- 
minster, S.W. 1 (Telephone, Abbey 3434). 


The fact that goods made of raw materials in short supply 
owing to war conditions are advertised in the “ Journal’’ 
should not be taken as an indication that they are neces- 
sarily available for export. 
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Victory Institution Meeting 


, HE 82nd Annual General Meeting of the Institution of 
Gas Engineers opened on Tuesday morning of last week in 
the Grand Hall of the Institution of Civil Engineers, 

London, under the Presidency of Mr. S. E. Whitehead, who 

was accompanied by the Minister of Fuel and Power, the Rt. 

Hon. Gwilym Lloyd George. For the first time for six years 

the Institution met under European post-war conditions, and 

the attendance was very large indeed; naturally the atmosphere 
was one of thankfulness and cheerfulness. Major Lloyd George, 
in the course of his Address, paid high tribute to the work of 
the Gas Industry during the past six years, work which he 
described as magnificent. ‘Your Industry can,” he said, “‘claim 
a very fine record of service. When one comes to realize the 
difficulties under which the Industry has laboured, the difficulties 
in regard to repairs and maintenance of plant, the difficulties in 
regard to labour, both as to numbers and as to the ageing of 
the labour force, I think one must appreciate that you have 
achieved a most remarkable record, of which all in the Industry 
can be very proud. Then there were the difficulties 
experienced in the blitz. Before I came to the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power I was at the Board of Trade, and there I received 
reports every week from the Gas Centres. The wonderful way 
in which the tremendous problems created by the blitz were 
solved in London, the south-east, and other parts of this country, 
filled me with admiration at the time, and that admiration has 
not ceased as the years have gone by. I am very grateful to all 
for the work they did. You can claim as an Industry that you 
never let the nation down; and this is the only country in Europe 
which has not had to impose any restriction on its gas supplies.” 


Welcome to Overseas Visitors 


The President then welcomed the visitors from overseas: 
M. J. Thuillier, President, and M. Mougin, Secretary, of the 
French Gas Association; M. J. de Brouwer, Past-President, and 
M. M. Brabant, Secretary, of the Belgian Association of Gas 
Engineers; and Mr. H. E. Stone, General Manager of the 
Hong Kong and China Gas Company and of the Colombo 
Gas and Water Company. 

M. Thuillier, responding to the President’s welcome, and 
speaking in French, expressed warm thanks and gratitude in the 
name of the Gas Industry in France. The Institution, he said, 
would appreciate the joy it gave them to come to London, 
remembering that for more than four years they had been cut 
off completely from the outside world, and had been living in 
the shadows, where only the B.B.C. had brought a ray of truth 
and hope. Although during those difficult years they had not 
been able to do very much, they had tried to prepare for a 
future in which they had never lost confidence. As soon as 
they had been able to make contact again with British technical 
publications they had found that the subjects of study and the 
problems here linked up with those which had been studied in 
France. Thus, it was with particular satisfaction that they 
were able to resume the traditionally cordial and friendly 
relations they had enjoyed in the past with the British Gas 
Industry ; that collaboration afforded a guarantee for the success 
and prosperity of the Gas Industry in their two countries. 

The Secretary, Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, at this stage read 
messages of greeting from overseas. There was a cable from 
the American Gas Association: 


We send you fraternal greetings and are with you in spirit 
in your great task of reconstruction. 


Mr. R. G. Luxon, Engineer, Manager, and Secretary of the 
Guernsey Gas Light Company, wrote: “I should like to take 
advantage of your very kind offer of sending a brief message to 
my colleagues when they are assembled in the meeting. Would 
you be godd enough to say how much I have admired the way 
in which they have carried on during this terrible period, that 


we have kept the flag flying as far as possible in Guernsey, that 
we hope to have gas available again before your meeting takes 
place, and that during the whole of the occupation we never for 
one moment lost faith in the ultimate victory of the Allies and 
our subsequent release from Nazi domination.” There was 
also a letter from Mr. S. P. Pepin, Engineer and Manager of the 
Jersey Gas Light Company, in which he said: “‘I thank you for 
all you have done in that great effort which has defeated Nazism, 
and given us back Freedom. We have not suffered as you have 
suffered. We have been spared the horrors of aerial bombard- 
ment. Our difficulties have been as nothing compared to 
yours. We have lived under the fear of the Gestapo, and we 
did pray in England’s dark days of 1940-41 that you should 
never suffer that fate, even for a temporary period. We believe 
that we, representing the British Gas Industry in occupied 
Jersey, have not been unmindful of our duty to King and 
Country.” 


Election of Officers 


Following the adoption of the Council’s annual report for 
1944-45 and the accounts for 1944 came the announcement of 
the election of officers, auditors, and members of Council: 
President, 1945-46, Colonel C. M. Croft, D.L., J.P. Vice- 
President, 1945-47, Dr. Harold Hartley. Auditors, 1945-46, 
Colonel H. C. Smith, C.B.E., D.L., J.P., and Alfred Morland. 
Hon. Secretary, 1945-46, John Terrace. Members of Council, 
1945-48, F. M. Birks, C.B.E., Norman Hudson, J. W. Pallister, 
J. H. Rioch. The list of other elections to the various classes 
of membership of the Institution is given on page 783. 

District Members of Council, 1945-46, nominated by the 
affiliated District Gas Associations: C. H. Bamber, B.Sc. 
(Rochdale), Manchester; B. W. Dawkins (London), British 
Junior Gas Associations’ Joint Council; J. Jamieson (Edinburgh), 
Waverley; T. S. Lockhart (Rothesay), North British; J. Hunter 
Rioch (Cambridge), Eastern Counties; A. Robin (Belfast), 
Irish; J. F. Rust (Newport), Wales and Monmouthshire; F. L. 
Scaife (Stockton-on-Tees), North of England; J. H. Wainwright 
(Halesowen), Midland; J. M. Webber (Croydon), Southern. 


Presentation of Medals 


This brought us to the presentation by Mr. Whitehead of the 
Institution Bronze Medals for 1934, awarded to—1943: J. A. 
Tomes (Stourbridge) for a Paper on “Some Effects of War on 
the Economics of Gas Manufacture and Supply,” read at a 
meeting of the Midland Junior Gas Association on Aug. 26, 
1943. 1944: D. M. Thompson (Wigan), for a Paper on “‘Gas 
Lighting—Consideration of the Factors Affecting its Future,” 
read at a meeting of the Manchester and District Junior Gas 
Association on March 25, 1944. 


Presidential Address 


Mr. Whitehead then delivered his Presidential Address. This 
was published in last week’s “JOURNAL,” p. 754. Proposing a 
vote of thanks to the President, Mr. Thomas Carmichael, of 
Portsmouth, said it was a particularly pleasing duty to him, 
because Mr. Whitehead and himself had been closely associated 
in their work for many years, and their friendship had deepened 
in that they have shared each other’s troubles at Southampton 
and Portsmouth during the war, particularly in the dark days 
and fire-lit nights of 1940-44. He first became acquainted with 
their President in 1918, when he joined him as a colleague at 
Portsmouth. If he claimed some little responsibility for Mr. 
Whitehead’s early training and experience, he also paid tribute 
to his engineering and administrative ability, and acknowledged 
how much he owed him for his great help to him in many ways. 
The measure of his outstanding service now as Managing 
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Director of the Southampton Company was demonstrated by 
the remarkable development of that undertaking; and so highly 
did they in Portsmouth regard Mr. Whitehead that they recently 
elected him to a seat on the Board of the Portsmouth Company. 
In his Address the President had given a comprehensive review 
of the Industry, past, present, and future. He had emphasized 
the need for doing everything possible to translate the results of 
research into everyday practice, so that technically they would 
be in a better position to meet increasing competition during 
the post-war days. He had correctly given them a very opti- 
mistic picture. During his year of Presidency he had put in 
hard work on the Gas Engineering Advisory Boards and on the 
Post-War Planning Committee; they appreciated and acknow- 
ledged all he had accomplished in those directions, and they 
agreed with him that, given fair treatment, the Gas Industry 
had an encouraging outlook and a decisive part to play in 
helping to solve many of the future industrial and domestic 
difficulties and in giving additional service to the community 
and to the nation. 

The vote was seconded by Mr. R. C. Taylor, of Torquay, 
who, in the course of his remarks, said: ‘‘The Presidential year 
of our Institution, even in years of peace, is one of extreme 
rigour, to which must be linked the mind of a sagacious, practical, 
and clear-thinking administrator, coupled with an engineering 
knowledge extending over the vast field of our Industry. Mr. 
Whitehead, by his Presidential Address, has shown fully that he 
is master of those qualifications, and in his Address we have an 
excellent record and reference. Mr. Whitehead has referred to 
the war effort of the Industry as a whole. He rightly outlines 
the war difficulties that have been overcome; but I think it 
would not be unfitting if I recall to your memory the particular 
case of his undertaking, which, in 1940 and 1941, while meeting 
to the full many new wartime demands for gas, suffered grievous 
damage by enemy air attack. Undismayed, our President and 
his staff, by almost superhuman efforts, gave restricted supplies 
in the course of days to practically the whole of his area, and 
complete supplies again in a matter of weeks. These are facts 
which pay remarkable tribute to Mr. Whitehead’s ability as an 
engineer and administrator.” 


Gas—In Industry at War 


This brought us to the presentation of the first technical Paper 
at the meeting—that by Mr. H. R. Hems, Chairman of the 
Industrial Gas Centres Committee, on “Gas in Industry at 
War.” With this and the other Papers forming the technical 
fare of the meeting we shall deal subsequently in the 
‘JOURNAL,’ as also with the discussions to which they gave rise. 
We content ourselves here, in this brief picture of the meeting 
as a whole, to passing reference only to the various communi- 
cations. Mr. Hems’ Paper was concerned with the use of town 
gas for manufacturing processes in factories connected with the 
war effort. The Author remarked that before the war started, 
gas undertakings serving industrial areas observed increases in 
consumptions by factories receiving contracts for munitions, 
civil defence equipment, and particularly aircraft, but at the 
actual outbreak of war, industrial consumptions in some cases 
temporarily decreased due to the change of plant from peace to 
war production, except where peacetime products were of a 
similar nature to those required by the Government war con- 
tracts. That the Gas Industry was fully alive to the need for 
maintaining its vital supply of fuel to the factories and the home 
is confirmed by the excellent measures which were taken by 
common consent to meet any interference (particularly by air 
attack). 

It was anticipated in the early months of the war that gas 
undertakings, as the war continued, would find it more difficult 
to maintain their supplies, particularly during extremely cold 
weather, and might be compelled to lower gas pressures. It was 
also anticipated that bombing would have two effects—that of 
reducing pressure, and that of completely stopping the supply 
of gas to a factory for an indefinite period. To meet the contin- 
gency of pressure reduction it was found that the majority of 
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gas furnaces and industrial equipment could be operated at a 
gas pressure as low as } in. w.G., providing adequate piping was 
available to supply the volume required, and steps were taken 
to_adjust such apparatus. In London, 4 in. w.c. was adopted; 
in others 1 in. was taken as standard. As an example, in the 
areas of one London Company no fewer than 500 factories were 
serviced in this way. The anticipated effects of bombing were 
borne out all too soon in practice, and the measures taken to 
work at subnormal pressures proved their worth in many vital 
war plants. In some cases where subnormal pressures could 
not be effective, due to inadequate piping in the factory, boosters 
were installed which enabled vital plants to continue in pro- 
duction. 

These measures did not ensure production at certain factories 
at the expense of industries of less importance or domestic 
consumers, because it was found in practice that it was not a 
question of one or the other consumer being able to use the 
gas. With the adoption of the precautions outlined, pre- 
determined consumers could continue to function; without 
them no consumers would have functioned. 

To meet complete cessation of gas supply to a factory, supplies 
of high-pressure gas in cylinders were made available for 
relatively small vital requirements where it was known that 
cessation would only be of short duration. For long stoppages, 
producer-gas plants were considered to be the most satis- 
factory alternative to the town gas supply, and plants of 24, 5, 
and 20 therms capacity per hour were rapidly made available to 
factories. 

The producer proved its value both as an emergency measure 
and for the provision of a fuel supply to the many new factories 
brought into commission during the war, either in areas not 
served by a gas undertaking, or in districts where it was not 
possible for a. gas undertaking—due to its already heavy com- 
mitments—to allow a supply to be given. Producer-gas plants, 
the town gas supply, oil, and electricity—each acted as alter- 
natives to one another in the case of interference with the supply 
of any one source. 

‘Production and still more production” was the slogan of all 
factories, and while the majority of town gas fired furnaces and 
equipment installed during the war was of a high efficiency 
(having received the benefit in its design and construction of the 
earlier work carried out by industrial gas experts both in manu- 
facturers’ works and in gas undertakings), the greater portion 
of the heat equipment carrying the bulk of war production was 
installed before the war, and, therefore, when the economy drive 
had to be undertaken by the Ministry of Fuel and Power, 
“Production with Economy” had to be the keynote of the work 
of the industrial gas expert within the Industry. A large number 
of these experts became associated with the Regional Fuel 
Efficiency Committee Panels, and carried out surveys which led 
to appreciable economies. 

In the Paper were given details of installations of gas furnaces 
and equipment in various factories as typical examples. 


President’s Luncheon 


Discussion on Mr. Hems’ Paper brought the morning session 
of Tuesday’s meeting to a close, and there was adjournment 
during which the President’s Luncheon was held at the Savoy 
Hotel. At this function there were nearly 250 members and 
guests, the principal guest being Sir Hubert Houldsworth, 
Controller-General at the Ministry of Fuel and Power. A 
report of the speeches is given on page 790 of this issue. 


Gas and the Housing Programme 


Tuesday afternoon’s session was devoted to presentation and 
discussion of the Paper on “Technical Aspects of the Gas 
Industry’s. Contribution to Post-War Housing,” by L. W. 
“Andrew, E. W. B. Dunning, and G. C. Holliday, in which 
communication were summarized the recommendations con- 
tained in the various Government publications on housing in 
so far as they affect domestic fuel services, and examples were 
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given of how gas and coke can meet the desire for economical 
but better service than pre-war. The standards for heat services 
and ventilation, as outlined in the draft Codes of Functional 
Requirements, irrespective of the type of fuel to be used, were 
summarized. Facilities and new standards for good hot-water 
service, space heating, and background heating are of particular 
importance; and different methods of obtaining these standards 
by gas and coke appliances were considered. Each of the heat 
services of the house was considered separately and the fuel 
consumptions of individual appliances were estimated. These 
provide a basis for the choice of equipment and assessment of 
total fuel consumptions, for any combination of gas and coke 
service. Particular attention was drawn to the advantages of 
using gas for cooking, for summer water-heating, and mild 
weather space-heating. 

Plans were given of different types of houses representative 
of three ‘“‘ways of living,’ with various possible combinations of 
appliances and using different proportions of gas and coke, the 
total estimated fuel consumptions being given and the respective 
merits of the different systems discussed. Use of gas and coke, 
it was indicated, makes the new standards economically possible 
even for low-income groups. The effect on running cost of the 
adoption of a higher or lower standard of service was considered 
in detail. 


Reception and Dance 

The President and Mrs. Whitehead held a reception, which 
was followed by a dance, on the Tuesday evening in the ballroom 
of Grosvenor House, Park Lane, and the number who attended 
and the joyful atmosphere which prevailed were reminiscent of 
pre-war days. The European war of 1939-45 has obviously in 
no way dimmed the popularity of this high-light of pre-1939 
Gas Institution annual gatherings. 


An Address from Belgium 


On Wednesday morning, before the presentation of the first 
technical communication of the session, M. M. Brabant, Secre- 
tary of the Belgian Gas Association, addressed the meeting, 
speaking in English. He said that it was a great honour and a 
sincere joy to him to bring those present the cordial greetings 
of their Belgian friends. The Belgian Association of Gas 
Engineers had requested him to read an Address to their Insti- 
tution. This was written in French, and M. Brabant read the 
Address in French and formally presented it, decorated with 
the Belgian national colours, to the President. 

Mr. Whitehead said what great pleasure this splendid gesture 
gave them, and he expressed the Institution’s thanks. ‘‘Some- 
thing,’’ he remarked, “‘is stated in the Address about the way in 
which our country has faced the war. It is in all our minds, 
however, that the troubles and sufferings which the Belgian 
people have had to endure during the last five years have been 
very much more than we have had to endure. We admire the 
way they have withstood these troubles, and we wish them a 
speedy return to normal conditions, and a successful future.” 

Before the end of the morning session the Address was 
framed and was exhibited in the entrance hall of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers. It will be hung at the Institution of Gas 
Engineers’ headquarters at Gas Industry House. It was pro- 
duced in the same printing works and by the same people who 
produced the illuminated Address recently presented to Field- 
Marshal Montgomery when he received the Freedom of Antwerp. 


Our Industry and Hydrogen Manufacture 


The first item on the resumption of the meeting on ‘the 
Wednesday morning was a Paper by Mr. W. K. Hutchison, 
Director of Compressed Gases, Air Ministry, on “‘The Gas 
Industry and the Balloon Barrage.’ Already in the “JouRNAL”’ 
we have given a general account of the remarkable work of our 
Industry in this war service, and have also published a technical 
description of the process employed and the methods adopted. 
On Wednesday last the Institution, through Mr. Hutchison’s 
Paper supplemented by a full discussion, had the entire story ; and 
the point we would emphasize is that though the hydrogen in 
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this particular instance was needed for war purposes, the 
technique developed will be invaluable in the peacetime years 
ahead. As the Author said, to some members of the Institution 
the passing of the Balloon Command ended a link with operations 
which had been much closer than that experienced by most 
suppliers of the munitions of war. The Gas Industry had 
supplied nearly 2,000 million cu.ft. of hydrogen to the balloon 
barrage, and the output of plants had been subject throughout 
to such unpredictable factors as the intensity of enemy action in 
the air, the vagaries of the weather, and the changing operational 
picture. Hydrogen is not a product which can be accumulated 
and held in reserve. It takes nearly 3 cwt. of high tensile steel to 
store and transport just over 3 Ib. or 600 cu. ft. of hydrogen. Con- 
sumption must be matched by production at all times, and pro- 
duction must be located in reasonable proximity to the demand. 

And the Author fittingly recorded the patience and under- 
standing with which heavy and abnormal demands were met 
at all times, to be followed perhaps by the partial or complete 
cessation of production; plants laid-off as redundant might be 
reopened later at short notice and scheduled to produce at 
double the original rating. All this took place during a period 
when the Gas Industry was itself faced by many difficulties, 
having passed from a period of comparatively adequate surplus 
to one in which all available plant and man-power was required 
to deal with the demands of its own consumers. 

The Deputy A.O.C. of Balloon Command was able to say 
(as we reported in our columns in the “JOURNAL” of Dec. 6 last), 
in referring to the part played by the Gas Industry, that 
“throughout the life of the Command the successful deployment 
of barrages, replacement of barrage casualties, or the provision 
of barrages for special commitments such as the invasion of the 
Continent, or the defences of the flying bomb, had never been 
affected by lack of hydrogen. In fact, it might be truthfully 
said that they were only possible because of the ready availa- 
bility of the gas.” The Industry could ask for no better 
appreciation of its efforts. 


The Benevolent Fund 


The general meeting was then adjourned for the meeting of 
the contributors to the Benevolent Fund of the Institution. 

It was given to Mr. P. E. Browne, of Brighton, to propose 
a vote of thanks to the Chairman, Committee of Management, 
and Hon. Secretary of the Fund, the vote being seconded by 
Mr. R. J. Restall, of Stalybridge; Mr. S. E. Whitehead replied. 


Question Time 
A new feature marked the resumption of the general meeting 


of the Institution—to wit, Question Time. The President 
explained that a long series of questions had been submitted by 
members of the Institution, and that the Council had selected 
those which were considered to be especially topical and which 
could be usefully discussed. An expert had been briefed to 
deal with each question, and opportunity was given for the 
general discussion of each at the meeting. We shall, in a sub- 
sequent issue of the “JoURNAL,”’ deal fully with this interesting 
part of the meeting, and we think the innovation proved very 
popular. The questions certainly covered a wide field. It was 
pointed out, for example, that the latest Institution Transaction 
Volume was for 1940-41. Was it not possible, it was asked, to 
provide more up-to-date information on the activities of the 
Institution? The Institute of Fuel—now a growing organi- 
zation—provided its members monthly with a Journal which 
maintained and stimulated interest in that Institute. What 
were the intentions of the Institution? Again, the Institution 
had been carrying our research for a very long time. Could 
members be informed of any item of research which had, in 
fact, contributed to the revenue side of the balance-sheet of gas 
undertakings?—a question which led to spirited reply. On a 
specific point it was asked, in view of the comparatively short 
life of wrought iron gas service pipes in certain soils, and the 
probability that wrought iron pipes would not be available in 
the future, together with the corrosion factor in steel tubes, 
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THE NEW CARBONISING PLANT NOW BEING CONSTRUCTED AT LINCOLN 


MODERN IN DESIGN — 
ATTRACTIVE IN APPEARANCE 


THE WOODALL-DUCKHAM VERTICAL RETORT & OVEN CONSTRUCTION CO. (1920) LTD 
Temporary Address: UPLANDS EPSOM ROAD - GUILDFORD 


Members of the Society of British Gas Industries 
Telegrams : Retortical, Guildford 


Telephone: Guildford 3301 (5 lines) 
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ADDITIONAL STORAGE CAPACITY 


may not necessarily involve additional 


ground space. 


These Gasholders, with capacities of 
336,217 and 147,100 cu. ft., replace 
two single-lift Holders of 95,000 and 
50,000 cu. ft. respectively. Thus, the 
total storage capacity of these two 
units has been more than tripled 
without additional ground space, and 
utilising the existing tanks. 


If faced with this problem 
have you examined the 
possibilities of increasing 
your Holder capacity 
within the original tanks? 


ROBERT DEMPSTER & SONS LTD. 


Head Office & Works: 
ELLAND, YORKS. 


London Office: 16 Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W. 1. 





Jun 


wheth 
shoul 
steel \ 
wheth 
to be 
the qi 
indus 
using 
unde 
instal 
natio 
not vu 
manu 
the Ir 
have 
raises 
was t 
inves 
existi 
years 
to er 
caree 

Eis 


June 20, 1945 


whether it was not advisable that metallurgical research work 
should be carried out to produce an economic tube by alloying 
steel with other non-corrodible metals. Another question was 
whether the anticipated expansion of the Gas Industry was likely 
to be limited by lack of coals suitable for carbonization. Then 
the query was raised whether the formation and operation of an 
industry-sponsored testing laboratory to report on all appliances 
using gas would not offer enormous advantages to the gas 
undertakings in this country, from the points of view of ease of 
installation, ease of maintenance, efficiency of operation, and 
national prestige? And why, it was asked, does the Industry 
not use to a greater extent mechanical producers in place of 
manually cleaned step-grate producers. Again, how far should 
the Industry improve the amenities under which their workpeople 
have to perform their duties, if the provision of such amenities 
raises the cost of gas production? Of obvious general interest 
was the question whether the new gas-making processes under 
investigation by the Gas Research Board would render obsolete 
existing types of manufacturing plant within, say, the next ten 
years. And finally, what steps, it was asked, are being taken 
to encourage the better educated type of young man to take 
career in the utilization side of the Gas Industry? 

Eighteen speakers took part in the discussion, and many more 
would have participated had time been available. 


Plastics and our Industry 


On the resumption of the meeting on Wednesday afternoon, 
Dr. W. E. de B. Diamond, General Manager of British Plastics 
Federation, and well known to members of the Institution, of 
which he was formerly Assistant Secretary, presented a Paper on 
“The Gas Industry and the Plastics Industry.” There is no 
reason to think that while meeting its primary obligations to the 
community in the ample and economical supply of gaseous heat 
the Gas Industry could not fulfil to a greater measure the growing 
demands of the plastics industry for raw materials. The other 
angle is the use of plastics by the Industry, in which regard a 
knowledge of the properties of plastics, not orily of their virtues, 
but also of their limitations, is needed. Granted this, and 
granted too a sense of economic balance concerning their use in 
preference to alternative materials, the application of plastics in 
the Gas Industry would seem promising—in plants for the manu- 
facture of gas, in the distribution system, in installation practice. 

Dr. Diamond’s Paper gave a summary of the development of 
the plastics industry, including the classification of the main 
plastics materials based on physical behaviour, whether thermo- 
setting or thermoplastic, type, whether natural such as shellac, 
semi-synthetic such as cellulosic, or synthetic resinoids such as 
phenol formaldehyde, and again according to chemical consti- 
tution. There followed an account of the structure of the 
industry. Suggestions made were of the possible use of products 
of coal carbonization, either as by-products from coal tar or 
products from the gas stream, as plastic raw materials. Some 
of these products, such as phenols, cresols and xylenols, are 
already provided for the plastics industry. The possible pro- 
duction of other materials such as urea and ethylene as a starting 
point for the production of other plastics materials was mentioned, 
though no account was taken of economic factors or possible 
technical difficulties. 

Finally, possible uses of plastics in the Gas Industry were 
considered, some of which, as we have indicated, appear pro- 
mising. 


Reactive Coke for Motor Transport 
The final Paper at the meeting was on the production at 


gas-works of coke for mobile gas producers. This again was 
an account of wartime work, but its implications regarding coke 
production in peacetime are too obvious to need emphasis by us. 

The Paper was divided into two parts with a quartet of Authors 
—Mr. H. D. Greenwood and Dr. J. G. King, and Mr. 
T. F. E. Rhead and Mr. E. T. Pickering. As is well known, the 
development of producer gas for motor transport in this country 
arose almost entirely as a war effort, stimulated by Government 
action, in order partly to replace immediately a certain amount 
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of imported petrol, but mainly to establish in case of emergency 
an organization whereby vehicles could be converted at short 
notice for use with producer gas, and to provide widespread 
experience in industry of the special technique involved in the 
design, operation, and maintenance of gas-driven vehicles. The 
story has been told in our columns of how in 1937 the Govern- 
ment Emergency Gas Producer was developed. Investigations 
continued through technical committees, and eventually by the 
Ministry of War Transport, which took over the work in 1942. 
From this time, research and experimental work on fuels and gas 
producers was carried out by the Producer Gas Experimental 
Panel of the Directorate of Alternative Fuels of the Ministry, 
and the Directorate was advised by a Chemical Advisory Com- 
mittee. The necessary experimental work was carried out at the 
Fuel Research Station of the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, and in the Gas Industry through the medium 
of the Gas Research Board. The British Coal Utilization 
Research Association also collaborated with Imperial Chemical 
Industries and the Birmingham Gas Department in the produc- 
tion of alkali-activated cokes. Other experimental work was 
carried out by the Gas Light and Coke Company and by the 
London, Midland, and Scottish Railway Company, and tests 
of the fuels produced were made by road transport firms. 

A decision was taken in 1942 to convert 10,000 commercial 
vehicles from petrol to gas: this conversion saved a certain 
amount of imported fuel, but chiefly provided valuable infor- 
mation regarding the inherent difficulties of conversion. Through- 
out the investigation special consideration was given to the 
supply of fuel and to the specification of the necessary properties. 
It was realized that supplies of suitable anthracite were limited, 
and that provision would have to be made for the manufacture 
of carbonized fuels if a large number of vehicles had to be 
converted. The result of the investigation has been to show 
that the Gas Industry could have provided, if called upon, 
sufficient reactive fuel to operate a considerable proportion of 
the road transport of the country on producer gas. In the early 
stages, this manufacture would have involved a serious reduction 
in retort capacity in order to provide a fuel reactive enough for 
the emergency producer. When, however, this producer was 
modified, it became possible to use, particularly in continuous 
vertical retorts, carbonizing conditions only very slightly removed 
from those of normal practice. To obtain a sufficiently high 
reactivity in the finished fuel, it was necessary to carbonize only 
certain selected coals, and in some: cases to activate the cokes 
with sodium carbonate. And we would again stress that the 
result of the investigation of these tyo problems has an important 
bearing on the possibility of producing reactive cokes for other 
markets, now that the European War is over and now that the 
coke-fired motor car is no longer needed. 


Concluding Stages 

The meeting was drawing to a close. What remained was 
expression of thanks—thanks well earned. In an omnibus 
vote, Mr. F. B. Richards took into consideration all who, collec- 
tively, had helped in making the meeting possible and ensuring 
its success. Whata pleasure, he remarked, it had given them all to 
have with them for the first time after so long a lapse their brothers 
from Overseas. Felicitously Mr. Richards referred to the presence 
of M. Thuillier and M. Mougin, to M. de Brouwer and M. 
Brabant, and also to Mr. Stone. And he came to the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, who had placed at their disposal the splendid 
home of the premier engineering Institution. He looked forward 
to the day when they of the Institution of Gas Enginers had 
a home of their own. He thanked the Authors of the Papers, 
the Scrutineers of the Ballot, the Officers, Auditors, Council 
and Committees of the Institution. And, last, though not 
least, he said, they would have a feeling of particular appreciation 
for Dr. Braunholtz and the loyal and devoted staff of which 
he was the leader. The vote was seconded by Mr. T. S. Moffatt, 
who expressed the hope that most of them present would live 
to see the day when the first meeting of the Institution-of Gas 
Engineers would be held in its own home. 


(Concluded on p. 796) 
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THE INSTITUTION ANNUAL MEETING. 


The President’s Luncheon was held at the Savoy Hotel. There was 
an attendance of nearly 250 members and visitors, the principal guest 
being Sir Hubert Houldsworth, K.C., Controller-General at the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power. The PreEsIDENT (Mr. S. E. Whitehead) 
was in the Chair. 

Following the loyal toast, the PRESIDENT, proposing the toast of 
‘The Guests,” and coupling with it the name of Sir Hubert Houlds- 
worth, said one of the pleasantest and at the same time most difficult 
duties in a President’s year of office was to welcome the numerous 
guests. At this, their first post-war meeting, they were delighted to 
be able to have their annual luncheon and to welcome such a large 
number of guests. They thanked them all for their attendance, which 
showed their great interest in the Institution. He was particularly 
glad to welcome their old friend Sir Hubert Houldsworth, who had 
said at a conference some time ago that he was not a technical man, 
but whom many of them remembered as Dr. Houldsworth a few years 
ago. With his brilliant career at the Bar and in commerce they could 
not have a better man as Controller-General of the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power, and they were delighted to see him on that occasion. 
They also welcomed Lord Falmouth, who, in addition to his interest 
in engineering, electricity, and oil, was President of the Conjoint 
Conference of Public Utility Associations. They also had with them 
Mr. Geoffrey Heyworth, who was very much in their thoughts—and 
he might also say in their prayers—just now in that he was the Chair- 
man of the Ministry’s Committee of Enquiry into the Gas Industry. 
They also welcomed their old friend Mr. Robert Foot, Chairman of 
the Mining Association, and Mr. Sylvester, an old friend in a new role 
as Chairman of the British Gas Council. They were delighted to see 
him in that position, and also in his newer role as Governor of the 
Gas Light and Coke Company. They also welcomed Sir Francis 
Joseph, President of the Society of British Gas Industries, and several 
Members of Parliament, among whom were Mr. J. R. Clynes, Mr. 
George Hicks, Mr. W. R. D. Perkins, and Mr. Craven Ellis. Govern- 
ment Departments were well represented by Mr. Nott Bower, Deputy 
Secretary of the Ministry of Fuel and Power, Mr. Kelf Cohen, Director 
of the Gas and Electricity Division, Colonel Woodall, Regional Fuel 
and Power Controller for the Southern Region, Dr. E. S. Grumell, 
Chairman of the Fuel Efficiency Committee, and many others. He 
was glad to see Sir Hugh Beaver, Director-General at the Ministry 
of Works, Mr. A. Gunn, Director of Appointments, Ministry of 
Labour and National Service, and Mr. H. A. Strutt, of the Home 
Office. They also welcomed a large contingent from the Universities, 
led by their own Professor Townend, representing Leeds, and includ- 
ing Professor Sir Alfred Egerton, Professor D. M. Newitt, Professor 
C. H. Lander, and Professor J. M. Mackintosh, representing London, 
and Acting-Professor Stacey Ward, from Birmingham. He would 
also like to mention Dr. J. G. King, Director of Gas Research. A 
large number of kindred Institutions were represented by their Presi- 
dents, and he would first of all like to mention Mr. Wentworth- 
Shields, of the Institution of Civil Engineers, who was not only Presi- 
dent of the senior engineering Institution in the world, but was also 
a well-known citizen of Southampton. They also had with them Mr. 
Hugh Griffiths, of the Institution of Chemical Engineers, Dr. E. W. 
Smith, President of the Institute of Fuel, Professor Findlay, of the 
Royal Institute of Chemistry Dr. Oscar Faber, of the Institution of 
Heating and Ventilating Engineers, and representatives of many other 
technical organizations. Mention must be made of the Presidents- of 
the District Associations and of the national bodies of the Gas Indus- 
try, especially Mr. Frank H. Jones, of the London and Counties Coke 
Association, and Lady Nunburnholme, President of the Women’s 
Gas Council. He was also pleased to see Mr. F. Woolley, President of 
the Society of Incorporated Accountants, who was also one of the 
Directors of the Southampton Gas Company. It was a particular 
pleasure to welcome friends from overseas, especially M. Thuillier 
and M. Mougin, President and Secretary of the French Gas Associa- 
tion, Mr. Stone, of the Hong Kong and China Gas Company and the 
Colombo Gas and Water Company, and representatives from Aus- 
tralia, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand, United States, Russia, 
China, Denmark, Greece, Norway, Poland, and Yugoslavia. Last. 
but by no means least, he hoped they would allow him to express a 
welcome to many friends from Southampton. He thanked Brigadier 
Jack and Mr. T. Carmichael, Chairman and Vice-Chairman of his 
Company, for their encouragement and understanding for many years, 
and he also thanked his colleagues for doing a great deal of his work 
during the past year. 

Sir HuBERT HOULDsSworTH, responding to the toast, said that it was 
always very pleasant to come into contact with a learned Institution 
such as theirs, which co-ordinated the thought and activities of the 
technical men engaged in their great Industry. The efficiency of that 
as of any other Industry based on science and engineering must 
depend on a high average standard of efficiency on the part of the 
technical men employed in the Industry, and it must depend too on 
the cultivation of that much smaller number of men with original 
thought and vision who could point the way and lead others along 
the way which would lead to increased efficiency. 
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The Institution Fecognized its duty in that respect because it pro- 
vided for the promotion of engineering and science as applied to the 
Gas Industry and facilitated the exchange of information and ideas 
on various aspects of the Industry. _ Reference had been made on 
many occasions to the educational activities of the Institution, and he 
could bear testimony, having spent many happy years as a student 
and on the staff of Leeds University, to the great contribution made 
by the Institution and the Industry, to the work of that University. 
Further than that, the Institution had always been active in the 
encouragement and development of research work. Those who took 
any interest in scientific matters must pay tribute to the value of the 
contribution made by the research carried out largely as the result 
of facilities provided by the Institution. It was very pleasing to him, 
therefore, that he and his fellow guests should have been entertained 
so hospitably by so great an Institution. But it would not be fitting 
if he did not give them an idea of the somewhat sombre picture that 
was before the eyes of the Ministry of Fuel at the present time. He 
noticed the President was a realist because in his Presidential Address 
he had given them a balance-sheet, which emphasized on the debit 
side the acute shortage of coal and materials, appliances, and labour, 
and also the difficulties created by deferred repair and maintenance of 
plant, and so forth. The Industry had to face a difficult winter. It 
had to face it with coal stocks low at the present time, and with plant 
requiring repair. It had to face it without much of the labour it 
required, and yet they had to live up to their high tradition by not 
letting the consumer down next winter. They would have to co- 
operate together as effectively in peacetime as they had in wartime if 
they were going to get through those difficulties. They would have 
to be ready to accept and carbonize types of coal which they would 
not formerly have looked at. They would have to be prepared to 
maintain their water gas-plant to the full and run it as effectively as 
possible, and one expedient and another would have to be adopted 
in order to get over the difficulties that lay ahead. ‘ 

He noticed, however, that the President had an unusual item on the 
credit side of his balance-sheet. He had referred to the extensive 
and soundly established contacts with various Government Depart- 
ments. He was quite sure that that credit item had to be one of the 
things to help them through the coming winter. Members of the 
Institution would have to co-operate with Government Departments 
in various matters in order to get through this most difficult winter. 
He would like to thank individual members of the Institution for the 
help they had given to the Ministry, either as regional gas advisers, 
as spokemen for the Industry in connexion with coal supplies, or in 
service on fuel efficiency committees or the Regional Gas Engineering 
Advisory Boards. He would like to thank the President and his 
colleagues for the very full and effective co-operation which they had 
always given to his Department. They felt honoured in having been 
invited as their guests, and they wished the Institution a most pros- 
perous future. 

Mr. F. E. WENTWORTH-SHIELDS, President of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, proposing the toast of “The Institution of Gas 
Engineers,”’ said that although friendly rivalry was not easy it was 
certainly important, and they all felt that the grand part that had been 
played by engineers during the long war had been largely due not 
only to the fact that they had been skilful and energetic and resourceful, 
but also to the fact that they had all pulled together. They had co- 
operated to preserve the freedom of the world and to smash the forces 
which would destroy our liberties. In future the work of engineers, 
which had been so important in the last five years, was, he thought, 
bound to be more important than ever, and they would look to engi- 
neers to show those same qualities of skill and energy and resource- 
fulness, and also to show the same qualities of co-operation to bring 
about the best possible results. 

The Institution had done a great deal to pave the way for 
friendly co-operation by the way it had combined with other 
Institutions and learned societies in carrying out their important work. 
The President had been very modest about the Industry’s war record. 
They all knew that magnificent work had been done by members of 
the Institution, especially in towns like Southampton, where terrible 
destruction was wrought, and where they carried on magnificently 
and were never for a moment daunted. They would all wish great 
prosperity to the Institution of Gas Engineers. 

Colonel C. M. Crort, President-Elect, who responded to the toast, 
said they realized that the proposer came from the mother of all 
Institutions, and they were grateful for the nice things he had said 
about their own Institution. 

Brigadier E. M. Jack, Chairman of the Southampton Gas Light and 
Coke Company, proposed the toast of ‘The President,” and said that 
in the Southampton Company they knew Mr. Whitehead as a most 
able Managing Director, and also as a colleague for whom they had 
feelings of the greatest respect and affection, and he could assure them 
that those feelings were shared by those who worked under Mr. 
Whitehead as well as those who worked with him. 

Nim PRESIDENT thanked Brigadier Jack for the way he had proposed 
the toast. 
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For kitchens large and small in the homes 
of to-morrow, there will be available 
New World cookers which incorporate 
every proved refinement of design and con- 
struction. The present-day trend towards 
symmetry in the placing of working equip- 
ment in the kitchen 
is admirably served 
in the New World 
model illustrated 

here. It is designed to fit snugly into line with sink, 


draining board, refrigerator etc. and will be supplied 
in either vertical or horizontal models, i.e. with 
hotplate over the oven (see small illustration) or 
alongside of it. All controls including the Regulo oven 
heat control are at the front. These cookers have 


the New World oven with its well-known features 
and are finished in high quality porcelain enamel. 
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National Gas Council 
Amendment of Constitution Approved 


HE 23rd Annual General Meeting of the National Gas Council 

was held at Gas Industry House on June 14, Mr. FRANK H. 

Jones, Vice-Chairman of the Central Executive Board, presiding. 
There was an unusually crowded attendance, and after the annual 
business, including the election of President, had-been disposed of, 
a special general meeting was held at which the amendment of the 
constitution and rules, necessitated by the formation of the British 
Gas Council, was approved after a good deal of discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the 26th and 27th annual 
reports and accounts, said that while that was the first occasion on 
which the Chairman had addressed a peacetime meeting for a long 
time, it appeared likely to be the last occasion on which he would be 
called upon to make a speech relating to the work of the Council as 
such, for, during the testing time through which they had passed, the 
forces of progress had been steadily at work, seeking to shape their 
future in such a way as to make the services rendered to the 
public for nearly a century and a half more than ever efficient and to 
remould our national organizations. To-day, the Council and the 
British Commercial Gas Association were working jointly together 
under one Chairman in the name of the British Gas Council. It was 
appropriate, therefore, at this time of change to recall how the Council 
came into being and what it had sought to achieve. The first world 
war brought into prominence the need to achieve some degree of 
unity in an Industry composed of a large number of individual under- 
takings by creating a body which could, so far at least as some of 
their activities were concerned, speak for them and negotiate on their 
behalf with Government Departments. A Council with a temporary 
constitution was therefore set up in 1916, and two years later was 
reformed under a new constitution. How well it succeeded was 
shown by the fact that it attracted to its membership all but a few of 
the undertakings in the country, and quickly became the recognized 
mouthpiece of the Industry on all matters of policy within its sphere. 

Year by year its power and influence with Government Departments 
had steadily increased, and these had been further reinforced by 
co-operation with the Conjoint Conference and other bodies. Great, 
however, as had been the achievements of the Council and powerful as 
was its influence, it was recognized even before the second world war 
broke out that if their national organizations were to reach that 
standard of efficiency which both the Industry and the country were 
entitled to demand, the welding process must be carried further. 
With this end in view various proposals were put forward and dis- 
cussed both before and after the outbreak of war, but did not for one 
reason or another prove acceptable. Finally, with a unanimity which 
was gratifying to all who had the interests of the Industry at heart, it 
was agreed that the Central Executive Board of the Council and the 
Executive Committee of the British Commercial Gas Association 
should jointly hold their meetings under a common chairman, and 
that like procedure should be adopted in the Districts. This was 
a straightforward business arrangement; it would, while ensuring 
unity of direction, avoid overlapping of work and duplication of 
meetings. This scheme had actually been in operation since the 
beginning of the year, and had in his judgment fully justified itself. 

Reverting to the work of the Council as such, it would take too 
long to give an account of its stewardship during the long and difficult 
years of the war. He did not propose even to attempt the task. Of 
this, however, he was sure: that all the Government Departments 
would be the first to testify to the invaluable assistance which the 
Council had rendered to them in many and varying spheres. The 
testimony of individual undertakings encouraged them to believe that 
their work had been greatly appreciated by members. The magnitude 
and importance of this work was clearly illustrated by reference to 
last year’s Report. As always happened, success had crowned their 
efforts in some cases but not in others. In the latter category fell 
the questions of War Damage and Purchase Tax. The British Gas 
Council was pursuing both these matters energetically, and he hoped 
that during the coming year the Government would be induced to 
pay heed to the submissions and representations made by the Industry. 

Probably the most important event during the last six years had 
been the establishment of the Ministry of Fuel and Power. The 
creation of this Ministry met a long-felt want, and the Council had 
from its inception worked in the closest co-operation with them in 
every sphere. They had set up a Gas Advisory Committee which 
regularly met representatives of the Ministry to discuss problems, 
both present and future, and the steps best suited to solve the same. 
They were greatly indebted to that Committee for the admirable 
work which they had done. The establishment of the Ministry, 
together with the appointment of the Fuel and Power Advisory 
Council, was clear proof that the Government realized the outstanding 
importance of fuel in all its forms in the national economy of the 
country, and he was quite sure that whatever else might happen, gas 
would in future be regarded, not as an unwanted child, but as a 
necessity indispensable to the community. A further proof of this 
was the fact that the Heyworth Committee was set up “to review the 
structure and organization of the Gas Industry.”” They had taken 
evidence not only from the Council, but from the other national 


bodies and bodies associated or connected with the Industry, and 
also from the associations representing municipal interests in their 
different forms, and indeed from certain individuals. What the 
recommendations of the Committee would be and what attitude the 
Government of the day would take they did not, of course, as yet 
know; they were, however, in a position to bring into effect the 
internal and domestic changes, which were requisite and necessary. 
Resolutions for that purpose would be laid before the special general 
meeting, when he would commend them as a common-sense business 
proposition, for he believed that in passing them they would bring 
into being machinery which would enable the views of the Industry, 
both in the Districts and at the Centre, to be far more conveniently 
and expeditiously ascertained and co-ordinated than had ever been 
possible hitherto. 

There was one further subject to which members would expect 
him to make some reference; that was the question of coal. It was 
tragic that one of the greatest, if not the greatest, of all their Industries 
should have been allowed to lapse into such a state of deterioration 
that not only was their Industry being placed in a position of great 
jeopardy, but probably the competitive power of the country as a 
whole had been gravely endangered. He would like to pay a sincere 
tribute to the Public Utilities Coal Committee for the successful and 
equitable manner in which they had effected the distribution of coal 
among the utilities. The production of coal had fallen to such an 
extent that matters were quickly passing out of their effective control. 
Reduced output per man and per shift and meagre stocks made the 
prospect for next winter so gloomy and forbidding that he was com- 
pelled to state publicly that if on this account the Industry as a whole, 
or any undertaking, was unable to fulfil its duty to the public, then 
the responsibility did not rest upon their shoulders. Come what 
may, the Government must ensure that the Gas Industry received 
adequate quantities of suitable coal. 

Mr. A. E. SYLVESTER said the Central Executive Board had unani- 
mously decided to nominate Mr. Frank H. Jones as President of the 
National Gas Council, and it was his pleasing duty to propose that 
the nomination should be approved and that Mr. Jones should be 
asked to accept the office. To some it might seem strange that on the 
occasion on which they had met to hand over a little more formally 
the business of the National Gas Council they should be troubling 
about a President, particularly as the position had been vacant for a 
year or two, but until the transition had been effectively consummated 
it was necessary that the National Gas Council and the B.C.G.A. 
should remain in existence as effective bodies. 

Alderman GEorGE Owen, J.P., seconded the nomination, and said 
Mr. Frank Jones was the worthy son of a worthy father. His father 
was the first President, and it was probable that Mr. Frank Jones 
would be the last. 

On the proposition of Mr. H. E. BLoor, Sir William Kay was re- 
elected Treasurer, and on the proposition of Mr. C. H. CHESTER, Sir 
John Daw was re-elected Trustee, Colonel C. M. Croft was elected 
Trustee in place of the late Alderman Lloyd, and Mr. A. Morland 
was reappointed Auditor. Mr. S. Tagg and Mr. A. W. Smith were 
elected as Honorary Members of the Council. 

The purpose of the special general meeting was to consider the 
amendment of the constitution and rules by the addition of the follow- 
ing new Rule 21: 

(a) There shall be a Council to carry on the combined work and 
objects of the Council and the British Commercial Gas Association 
respectively and such Council shall be known as the British Gas 
Council and shall be composed of the Members of the Central Execu- 
tive Board and of the Members of the Executive Committee of the 
British Commercial Gas Association for the time being. 

(6) Subject to sub-paragraph (c) the British Gas Council shall be 
the Governing Body of the Council and shall manage the business of 
the Council. 

(c) If the British Gas Council desires to effect any change in any 
matter which shall or may conflict with the wishes of the Council the 
Central Executive Board shall have the power to convene a General 
Meeting or an Emergency General Meeting in accordance with the 
Rules to consider the change and to take such action as they shall 
think fit. 

(d) The British Gas Council shall be responsible and have the power 
to appoint and to delegate all such powers as may be necessary to such 
Committees as the British Gas Council deems necessary. It shall 
appoint unless it finds that this should be unnecessary an Executive 
Board and a Finance Committee. 

(e) The Finance Committee so appointed shall not keep any accounts 
of the British Commercial Gas Association or of the Council. These 
Bodies shall keep their separate accounts and audit them separately. 
In particular the Finance Committee shall have the power to decide 
to which of the aforesaid accounts any item of contribution or expen- 
diture shall be attributed. 

(f) Subject to sub-paragraph (c) the British Gas Council shall have 
all discretions powers and authority as are conferred in these Rules 
upon the Council or upon the Central Executive Board or any Com- 
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mittee to enable it to execute combined detailed work and to attain 
the combined objects of the Council and the British Commercial Gas 
Association. 

(g) The British Gas Council shall make such regulations as regards 
its procedure including the times and places of its meetings and of the 
meetings of any of its Committees and the conduct of any such meetings 
as it shall deem proper. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the resolution, said the amendment of 
the constitution became necessary to enable the Central Executive 
Board of the Council and the Executive Committee of the British 
Commercial Gas Association to act as one executive body under the 
name of the British Gas Council and under a common chairman. It 
was neither a practical proposition nor a business proposition to have 
two executives dealing separately and individually with different 
aspects of any one common problem. Experience had clearly proved 
this in the past and indeed quite recently. By way of example, he 
mentioned the housing programme, where the Council were dealing 
with the question of the laying of the mains, legal questions and 
matters of policy, while on the other hand the British Commercial 
Gas Association were dealing with all matters relating to appliances 
and the general question of commercial competition with other fuels. 
The resolution had been unanimously approved both by the Central 
Executive Board and by the Executive Committee of the British Com- 
mercial Gas Association. Furthermore, they had met with complete 
approval in the Districts, where Joint Management Committees repre- 
sentative of members of the Council and the British Commercial Gas 
Association were being set up. A similar resolution would be moved 
at a special general meeting of the British Commercial Gas Association 
following that meeting. The actual Rule had been drafted by two 
eminent counsel with the assistance of the Council’s solicitor, Mr. 
S. E. Cash. The opinion of the Industry had been thoroughly can- 
vassed and was overwhelmingly, indeed almost unanimously, in 
support of the proposal; it was just common sense and plain business. 

Mr. D. FULTON, in seconding, said it was his firm conviction that 
the proposed arrangement was the natural and inevitable consequence 
of the changed conditions which had tended increasingly to blur the 
line which formerly divided the functions of the two organizations. 
During the past year he had been the Chairman of both Management 
Committees in Scotland, and he had found that many matters which 
were discussed at the meeting of the Management Committee of the 
National Gas Council had again to be discussed at the meeting of the 
Management Committee of the B.C.G.A., and it was a great waste of 
effort. He felt the new arrangement was the first step towards the 
internal reorganization of the national bodies. 

Mr. J. W. BREARLEY said the Yorkshire District had reluctantly 
agreed to the fusion or amalgamation of the executive boards of the 
National Gas Council and the B.C.G.A. Having done that the 
Yorkshire members realized that some additions or alterations would 
be necessary to the constitutions of both bodies, and while they would 
not quarrel with the Rule 21 as drawn up, they were concerned about 
representation. At a recent meeting of the Yorkshire District a 
resolution was passed, and he was the proposer of it, to the effect 
that the Executive Committee of the British Gas Council should consist 
of at least one representative from each District, and if possible the 
whole representation should be controlled pro rata to the gas output 
from each District, and also that every individual member of each 
District should be afforded the opportunity of voting for the election 
of 14 representatives on the Executive Committee of the British Gas 
Council. He submitted that they ought to have some assurance 
that each District would have representation on the Executive Board 
even if it meant increasing the number of members by one or two more. 

Mr. NorMAN Hupson supported the plea put forward by Mr. 
Brearley. It was true that Yorkshire supported whole-heartedly the 
fusion of the B.C.G-A. and the National Gas Council, and the attempt 
to centralize the direction of the Industry through the British Gas 
Council, but there were many members of the Yorkshire District who 
felt that the approach to the problem of central direction was not 
being carried out in the correct way. Mr.. Brearley had made the 
point that on an Executive Board of 12 members Yorkshire might 
not have a representative. Yorkshire would like to have liaison, 
direct and urgent, with that Executive Board. If it was only to be 
through the general body there might be delay and there might be 
harm done, due to that delay in not being able to put forward urgent 
matters in these urgent times. He supported Mr. Brearley’s suggestion 
that even if it meant increasing the Executive Board in numbers there 
should be facilities for representation. There would be plenty of 
work for even 25 members to do, and each District should have at 
least one elected representative. 

Mr. Hype C. BurTON foresaw a good deal of conflict in the use 
of the word ‘‘Council” as representing both the National Gas Council 
and the British Gas Council. They were well conversant with their 
own affairs, but people outside to whom this body is to be represen- 
tative of the Gas Industry would not be able so easily to distinguish 
between the National Gas Council and the British Gas Council. He 
would like to see the name altered to something like the “‘Gas Industry 
Representative Board.’ In addition he suggested that to bring the 
new Council into being by way of a rule of the B.C.G.A. and the 
National Gas Council was not the most appropriate way of dealing 
with it. He had submitted a written suggestion that in order to co- 
ordinate the work of the B.C.G.A. and the National Gas Council, and 
to enable the Gas Industry to be represented where desirable by one 
body in matters: pertaining to statutory, departmental, federational, 
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or trade union affairs, the Executive Committee (in the case of the 
B.C.G.A.) and the Central Executive Board (in the case“of the National 
Gas Council) should appoint all or some of their members to a co- 
ordinating committee of the two bodies, to be called the ‘‘Gas Industry 
Representative Board,” and that such co-ordinating committee should 
be empowered to speak and act on behalf of all the constitutional 
members of the Gas Industry represented by the B.C.G.A. and the . 
National Gas Council; and that a quorum of the suggested Board 
should be ‘x’? members of the B.C.G.A. and “‘y’’ members of the 
National Gas Council; and that the resolutions of the co-ordinating 
committee should only be binding upon the B.C.G.A. and the National 
Gas Council after being passed by a three-quarters majority of the 
members of each body present and voting at the meeting. 

Mr. SOMERVILLE (Renfrew) supported the resolution because he 
felt it was a step in the right direction. There had been too much 
duplication in the past and it had left some laymen wondering, because 
they did not know whether they were speaking for the B.G.C., or 
the B.C.G.A. 

Mr. J. McLusky (Halifax) said his committee was of the opinion 
that the proposed executive Board was not representative of the 
country. There was nothing “British ’” about it; they had six London 
men, one from the south coast, one from the Midlands, two 
Lancashire men, and two Yorkshire men. 

Mr. J. W. BREARLEY moved as an amendment: ‘“‘That the Executive 
Board of the British Gas Council shall consist of at least one represen- 
tative from each District, and if possible the whole representation 
Shall be controlled pro rata by the gas output from each District, and 
also that every individual member of each District shall be afforded 
the opportunity of voting for the election of the representatives on 
the Executive Board of the British Gas Council.’ 

Mr. H. E. BLoor said the Executive Board was not at present a 
permanent committee. The members of it were appointed to be an 
organization committee to devise means of bringing the two bodies 
together. When it became necessary for an executive body to do 
certain necessary work that committee kindly undertook the duty, so 
that for the time being it became the Executive Board. 

During the discussion the amendment moved by Mr. Brearley and 
seconded by Mr. McLusky was withdrawn on the understanding that the 
British Gas Council would give full consideration to the constitution 
of the Executive Board at the earliest date. 

The original resolution was put and approved in accordance with 
Rule 18 of the constitution. 


VICTORY INSTITUTION MEETING—concluded from p. 789. 


M. Brabant, acknowledging the vote of thanks, expressed 
gratitude for the kindly sentiments shown towards the Overseas 
visitors. ‘“‘That appreciation,’’ he said, “‘will be shared by the 
Belgian Gas Association when I acquaint them of both the 
cordiality and the kindness of your welcome. I hope that in 
the near future communication between London and Brussels 
and Brussels and London will become easier, and that then we 
shall be able to meet more often. All our Belgian friends will 
be happy to welcome you and open wide to you the gates of 
their enterprises, just as they have opened wide the doors of 
their dwellings to your gallant soldiers.” 

Dr. Braunholtz, replying on behalf of the Institution staff, 
suggested that it might not be inappropriate if he made brief 
reference to the conditions under which the staff had carried on 
the work during much of the past six years. The headquarters 
at Gas Industry House had providentially escaped the visitations 
of the enemy with no greater damage than broken windows and 
damaged ceilings, though the staff have not escaped quite so 
lightly. During the 1940-41 blitz on London there were many 
occasions when travel was interfered with. In spite of this and 
other difficulties the loss in working time was less than 5%. 
He mentioned this, not as anything exceptional, but as a matter 
of record. 


Presentation of Presidential Certificate 


The President-Elect, Colonel C. M. Croft, then proposed a vote 
of thanks to the retiring President. ‘“‘It is very difficult,’ said 
Colonel Croft, ‘to thank Mr. Whitehead for the work he has 
put in during his year as President. He has worked very hard 
and very successfully. He started with the best wishes of the 
members of the Institution; he has had a year of hardship; he 
retires with greater honour as a gas administrator than when he 
entered upon his year of office.”” Colonel Croft then presented 
Mr. Whitehead with the Presidential Certificate of the Institution. 

Mr. John Terrace seconded the vote, and Mr. Whitehead’s 
gracious reply brought a memorable meeting to a close. 





945 


of the 
ational 
) a CO- 
dustry 
should 
utional 


nd the . 


Board 
of the 
inating 
ational 
of the 


use he 

much 
ecause 
C.,: <2 


pinion 
of the 
ondon 
3, two 


cutive 
resen- 
tation 
t, and 
forded 
es on 


sent a 
be an 
bodies 
to do 
ity, SO 


sy and 
hat the 
tution 


e with 


ressed 
erseas 
yy the 
h the 
vat in 
ussels 
en we 
is will 
tes of 
yrs of 


staff, 
brief 
ed on 
arters 
ations 
'S and 
ite so 
many 
s and 
it He: 


natter 


June 20, 1945 GAS JOURNAL 








NELSON METER WORKS 
also at MANCHESTER 10 


NOTTINGHAM WATFORD Cine 
Telephone : 75202 Telephone : 2645 TELE SAWER MANCHESTER 


C. & W. WALKER 


LIMITED 
DONNINGTON 


Nr. WELLINGTON 
—SHROPSHIRE 


"Phone : Wellington-Shropshire 12 
"Grams : ‘‘ Fortress,’’ Donnington Shropshire 


SPIRAL 
GASHOLDERS 


RIVETED OR ELECTRICALLY WELDED 


BRITISH MATERIALS 
BRITISH LABOUR 


HIGHEST QUALITY 
iN WORKMANSHIP 


CAPACITY, 3. MILLION CUBIC FEET 70 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 


MILBOURNE SELF-LUBRICATING ROLLER CARRIAGES 
LONDON OFFICE—Temporary Address: DONNINCTON, WELLINGTON, SHROPSHIRE. 








798 GAS JOURNAL June 20, 1945 


For every size of works and 
every class of coal... 


et \a Nee 
CARBONIZING 
PLANTS 





CLOVER-WEST VERTICALS 
WESTVERTIGAL CHAMBERS 





440 carbonizing plants have been built or are under 
construction by West’s in 24 countries. Working results 
from a wide variety of gas coals have established the 
high efficiency and adaptability of the ‘West systems. 


THN awe 


Pe 
he 

CAS IMPROVEMENT CO - LTD: 

Ley 


MILES PLATTING SQ MANCHESTER 10 





TELEPHONE-—-COLLYHURST 2961-2-3+4-5 TELEGRAMS—STOKER, MANCHESTER 
LONDON OFFICE: COLUMBIA HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C.2 TELEPHONE 1 HOLBORN 4108-9 TELEGRAMS : WESGASCO ESTRAND. 





CON 








ER 











June 20, 1945 





COMPANY MEETING 


South-Eastern Gas Corporation 


The Thirteenth Ordinary General Meeting of the South-Eastern 
Gas Corporation, Ltd., was held on June 14 at Gas Industry House, 
London, S.W. 1. 

Sir Davip MILNE-WaATSsON, Bt., T.D., D.L., LL.D., the Chairman, 
presided, and in the course of his speech, said: The net revenue for the 
year was £99,396, compared with £98,852 for the preceding year. The 
Directors are now recommending the payment of a final Ordinary 
dividend of 24%, making 4% for the year, the same as for the past four 
years. 

I now come to the results of our associated companies. As these 
are all situated in South-Eastern England, some on the coast and some 
in London, it will be realized that the fortunes of individual companies 
have varied greatly from time to time with the changes in the war 
situation. In 1940 the aggregate gas output of all our companies 
was 3.6% less than it was in 1939, but since then there has been a steady 
increase year by year, and it is most satisfactory to record that the 
output of our group as a whole in 1944 was 18% higher than in 1939. 

To give you some idea of the variations in gas output between the 
companies, it will be useful to divide them into four groups. _I will take 
first the three companies situated to the north of London—Hornsey, 
Lea Bridge, and North Middlesex. At the outbreak of war these all 
suffered a severe reduction in output, and this continued during the first 
part of 1941, while London was being heavily raided. Since then, with 
the gradual return of people to London, the sales in these areas have 
been increasing. The Lea Bridge Company has had a substantial 
sale of gas for industrial purposes, and with the aid of this the quantity 
sold reached the pre-war level again in 1942, since when there have 
been further increases in output. At North Middlesex and Hornsey, 
which are residential areas, recovery has not been so marked, the sales 
last year being still slightly lower than in 1938. 

The next group consists of the companies supplying areas on the 
South-East Coast, including Broadstairs, Deal, Dover, Folkestone, 
Hastings, Herne Bay, and Whitstable. Some residents left these towns 
at the outbreak of war, but in 1940, when the Germans occupied the 
French coast, there was a very much greater movement of population, 
and the sale of gas was drastically reduced. Broadstairs was one of thé 
towns which suffered most, the population in 1940 being reduced to 
one-quarter of its normal size. This inevitably brought about a cor- 
responding reduction in the sale of gas, the quantity sold in 1941 being 
64% less than in 1938. 

The reduction in output suffered by several other coastal companies 
was almost as great as this. For nearly the whole of the remaining 
period of the war entry to these coastal towns was restricted, and they 
were constantly subject to enemy attack, so that in every case the gas 
output is still below the former level. 

The third group consists of the other companies in Kent and East 
Sussex, including Maidstone, Rochester and Tunbridge Wells. Although 
the areas supplied by this group were frequently subject to enemy 
attack, the general tendency was for the population to be increased by 
people moving from London and the coast, and more gas was sold. 

The fourth group consists of the five companies situated to the west 
of London—Ascot, Chertsey, Slough, Uxbridge, and Windsor. Large 
numbers of people from London and other danger areas moved into 
these districts, and this movement was accompanied by a very great 
increase in the demand for industrial gas, so that all these companies 
have greatly increased their output. 

Working costs and profits have been greatly influenced by the varia- 
tions in gas output to which I have referred, but every company has 
been affected by the general rise in costs. The pithead price of coal 
to-day is more than twice as much as it was before the war, and this 
very large increase in price has been accompanied by a deterioration 
in quality. There have been substantial increases in the wages of gas 
workers as the result of national awards, and in the prices which we 
have to pay for contract work and for all kinds of materials. 

It has been necessary to increase the price of gas in order to meet 
these higher costs, but the average receipts for the gas sold by all our 
associated companies in 1944 were approximately 12d. per therm, 
compared with 10.3d. per therm in 1938. This shows that the average 
increase in the return for gas throughout the group has only been 
16%, which is much less than the general increase in costs. 

The companies which suffered a severe reduction in the output of 
gas owing to war conditions were hard hit financially, because it was 
not possible to make any equivalent reduction in overhead and standing 
charges. As a result of this, those companies on the south-east coast, 
which suffered most severely in this way, have had to make substantial 
increases in the price of gas, varying between 4d. and 6d. per therm. 
Even then, some of them have not been able to cover their expenses. 
At the present time there are still three of our companies—namely, 
Broadstairs, Deal and Folkestone—which have substantial debit 
balances on net revenue account, representing their accumulated losses 
during the war. 

If these companies had not been associated with the Corporation, it 
is difficult to see how they would have managed to find the additional 
money required to enable them to carry on. This money was advanced 
by the Corporation until December, 1942, when the Government agreed 
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to lend them an amount not exceeding the losses incurred, free of interest 
for the duration of the war, and thereafter subject to repayment on 
terms to be prescribed. It should be noted that the public utility under- 
takings in coastal areas owned by local authorities have received much 
more favourable treatment. Their losses have been charged to the rate 
fund, and the deficit on this fund has been met by Government grant, 
only a small part of which is subject to repayment. ; 

The companies which did not suffer such a large loss in gas output 
were able to meet their expenses with more moderate increases in the 
price of gas, while the companies to the west of London, where the 
sales of gas have greatly increased, have only had to raise the price 
of gas very little. 

Most of the companies situated on the south-east coast have been 
unable to pay any dividend at all during the war, and other companies 
which have suffered lesser reductions in output have only been able to 
pay a reduced dividend. Another cause of reduction in the dividends 
paid by associated companies lies in the application of the statutory 
control. Some companies have not been able to maintain their pre- 
war dividends because increases in the price of gas, necessary to meet 
extra costs beyond their control, have reduced the rate of dividend 
payable under the sliding scale. ; 

The annual income of the Corporation from dividends, which was 
approximately £273,000 at the rates of dividend prevailing before the 
war, was reduced in 1944 to £208,000, and this accounts for the decrease 
in the Ordinary dividend of the Corporation from the pre-war rate 
of 6% to the present rate of 4% per annum. ; 

With regard to the future, our companies are in a very sound con- 
dition to meet the requirements of their consumers, and the restoration 
of the revenues of the Corporation to their pre-war level depends on the 
return of the coastal towns to normal conditions and the revision of the 
statutory dividend control to meet the present-day costs. _ 

Since the outbreak of war it has only been possible to install new 
plant and to lay mains where these were essential for the purposes of 
the war effort, and in the case of our companies, the only substantial 
expenditure of new capital has taken place in the western group. 

In general our engineers have had to carry on and meet increased 
loads with the existing plant. The exceptionally cold weather last winter 
provided a severe test, since there was a record demand for gas in all 
our areas, but I am pleased to say that the supply was in every case 
maintained without interruption. The very heavy demand drew 
attention to the need for laying additional mains to give satisfactory 
pressures in certain districts, and this work will be put in hand as soon 
as the necessary labour and material can be obtained. — : 

During the early part of the war our gas undertakings in London, 
Kent, and East Sussex suffered damage from bombs on many occasions. 
In spite of difficulties of all kinds, the supply of gas was continued 
throughout the war almost without interruption, except in the single 
case of the damage to the Snodland works. j 

The Ministry of Fuel and Power has set up a committee under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Geoffrey Heyworth to enquire into the affairs 
of the Gas Industry. The committee is still sitting and taking evidence. 
The Association of Gas Corporations has submitted a report, but, of 
course, we do not know what the recommendations of the committee 
will be. The idea of gas corporations is a sound one, and if they are 
allowed to develop along the lines suggested in the Association’s report, 
they will do much to remove the criticisms which have been made, that 
there are too many gas undertakings and that they ought to be inte- 
grated into regional units. : 

Viewed from any angle the past year has not been an easy one for 
the Gas Industry, and our thanks are due to all officers and employees 
in the associated companies and at the head office for their very good 
work. 

The report and accounts were adopted. 


The Annual Meeting of the Waverley Association of Gas Managers 
will be held in the Y.M.C.A. Hall, Edinburgh, on June 22, at 10.30 a.m., 
when the President, Mr. J. Jamieson, will give his Address. p 

United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd.—Final dividend for yea 
ended Dec. 31, 1944, 24%, making 5% (same). Net revenue £111,263 
(£103,780). Written off expenses of increase of capital, &c., £17,461 
(£12,336), carried forward £15,589 (£15,432). | : : 

The Report for 1944 of the Institute of Physics which has just been 
issued shows that its membership increased by some 15%—a new 
record. Despite wartime difficulties the Groups and the Branches 
both at home and overseas held meetings and conferences covering 
a wide range of technical and professional subjects. A new and 
successful venture was the publication of a series of lectures given 
before the Industrial Radiology Group as a Handbook of Industrial 
Radiology. The Report on the Teaching of Mathematics to Physi- 
cists prepared jointly with the Mathematical Association was published 
during the year and was well received. Arrangements with the 
Ministry of Education for the establishment of National Certificates 
in Applied Physics were completed by the setting up of a Joint Com- 
mittee to administer the scheme agreed. The Report also mentions 
many other matters which the Board of the Institute considered 
during the year, including Patent Law reform and higher technical 
education. ; 
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GAS PRODUCTS PRICES—STOCKS AND SHARES 


The London Market — June 18. 
As from March 5, by the Coal Tar Products | 
Prices Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945, No. 229), | 
the maximum price of Pitch for briquetting | 
has been increased to 60s. per ton f.o.r. | 


supplying works, and the prices for Road Tar, | 


as fixed by the Coal Tar Products Prices Order, 
1943, S. R. & O. No. 1528, have been increased 
by one half-penny per gallon. There is also | 
an increase of 5s. per ton in the price of standard | 
Creosote/Pitch Mixture. 

The prices of other products are unchanged. | 

Control of Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, | 
1944 (S.R. & O. 1944, No. 172), is in force.* 

By this Order the price of Motor Benzole 
is fixed at 2s. per gallon. The Order also 
lays down the method of evaluating Crude | 
Benzole, and calls for periodical returns to the | 
Ministry of Fuel and Power from all pro- 
ducers of Crude and Refined Benzole. 


Control of Toluene (No. 4) Order, 1944(S. R. | 
& O. 1944, No. 170), contains an amendment 


of the Control of Toluene (No. 3) Order, 1943. 

There is also the Control of Benzole and 
Coal Spirit (No. 2) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O., 
No. 988). 


The election campaign is probably respon- 
sible for the present inactivity of stock markets, 
and the number of markings last week was 
only fractionally above those of a week ago. 
The tone, however, remains good and prices 
of high-grade investment stocks are well 
maintained. 

The foregoing conditions were much about 
the same in the Gas market and there were no 
features of special interest. It will be seen 
below that a few quotations were marked up 


Coal Tar Products Prices (No. 2) Order, | 


1944 (S. R. & O., 1944, No. 1051), allows | 
| increases in the maximum prices for all forms 
of ip erga 

ightly amended 

iO. “5 Order, 1944. 


The Provinces June 18. 


The average prices of gas-works products | 
during the week were : 


Spirit 


| pure, 2s. 9d. (now controlled by S. R. & O 
1944, No. 988, operative from Sept. 1, 1944. | 


Beuzole and Coal Spirit, also Coal Tar Naphtha 


| and Xylole, are now controlled by the Control | 
of Benzole and Coal Spirit Order, 1944, dated | 
Fed. 18, 1944, S. R. & O. 1944, No. 172, 
operative from March 1, and S. R. ‘& oO. 1944, | 
No. 988, part I, operative from Oct. 1, 1944, | 
Carbolic acid, 60’s, anthracene, creosote oil 


. 1528), operative from Nov. 
Naphthalene now controlled under S. R. & Oo. 
1944, No. 1051, operative from Sept. 22, 1944. 


a point or two, but Continental 


is inclined to slip back. 


the full 


Imperial 


The following is list of price 2 


changes: 


OFFICIAL LIST 


> - a a 
= 


1054 
e491 
122—127 
89—92 
112—117 


Bombay (x.d.) . 

Bournemouth 4 Pp. Cc. Deb. (x. d) 
Cape Town 4% p.c. Cum. Pref. 
Gas Light 4 p.c. Pref... ; 
Ditto 3 p.c. Deb. sie 
imperial Continental Ord. ... 
Montevideo Ord. 


+1 
Plymouth & Stonehouse Ord. (x. d.) June 11 


by bunatnaiaaka 


Pitch and Crude Tar,* | 
Toluole, naked, North, 90’s. 2s. to 2s. =e ar 


| 2s, 4d. per g 


Slough 5 p.c. Deb. (x.d.) ree 


Attention is called to Coal Tar Products 
Prices Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945, No. 
bs 9), referred to on p. 305, “JOURNAL” of 


* In regard to pitch and crude tar prices we would 
to refer to the editorial note on p. 396 of 


| ask readers 
| the “JouRNAL” for Sept. 10, 1941. 


Scotland June 16. 
Controlled prices of coal tar spirits have 
| been increased by S. R. & O. 681 (1945). 
Refined tar*: Yield to Distillers is 5d. per 
gallon ex Works, naked. Creosote oil: Timber 
preserving quality,* 53d. to 64d.; hydrogena- 
ag oil,* 5 low gravity or virgin oil,} 74d. 
o 74d.; banal! absorbing oil,* 64d. to 8d. per 
pew a Refined cresylic acid* is 3s. 6d. to 


| 4s. 6d. per gallon ex Works, naked, according 


(hydrogenation), coal tar oils (timber preserva- | t© quality. Crude naphthat: 7d. to 8d. per 


tion, &c.), and strained anthracene oil con- | 


Solvent naphtha*: Basic prices deli- 


’ | Heavy naphtha, Unrectified, 2s. O4d.; Rectified, 
Pyridinet : 90/160 grade, 
13s., and 90/140 grade, 15s. per gallon. 


* Price controlled. | + Uncontrolled. 


OFFICIAL LIST—continued. 


Portsmouth Cons. ... A 155—160 

Primitiva Holdings Ord. ..| 11/6—12/6 

Severn Valley Gas Corporation Ord.| 23/9—24/9 
South-Eastern Gas ss sean " 22/23) 


ri 128 

Tottenham 4 p.c. Deb. (x.d.) ; 00—105 
United Kingdom Gas Corporation 

Ord. (x.d.) . 23/-——24/- 

Watford & St. ‘Albans ‘Ord... 122—127 


SUPPLEMENTARY LIST 


122—127 
123—128 


rd. eas 
South Metropolitan Ord. |... 
South Suburban 5 p.c. Deb. (x.d. Riss 


Uxbridge 5 p.c. Deb. (x.d. i 


TRADE CARDS 


Address your orders and enquiries for 
HUMIDINE 
The unique anti-corrosion paint 
for gasholder cuppings, etc. 
To the sole manufacturers 
ASPINALLS (PAINTS) LIMITED 
CARLETON — SKIPTON — YORKS 


——_—$—<—<$—<—$—$— 


TOM CARRINGTON & CO. LTD. 
Lyndon Toolworks, West Bromwich. T/N 
0517 (2 lines). 


“LYNDON” and “EGA-KUT” 
SCREWING TOOLS; 
TAPS; DIES; STOCKS anp DIES; 
GROUND THREAD TAPS 


POTTERTON, THOMAS (HEATING EN- 
GINEERS), LTD. 


Buckhold Road, Wandsworth, S.W. 18. T/N 
Putney 2263-4-5. T/A Potterton, Put., London. 


Patentees and Makers of the “EMP' ? and 
“EMPEROR” and “REX” pase Gas 
Water Heaters. 


GOODALL, CLAYTON CO. LTD. 
LEEDS. 


Conveyors, Elevators, Bunkers, Roofs, Hoists, 
&c., Coal & Coke g and Sizing Plants, 
Retort Settings, Producers, Furnaces, Repairs. 


PECKETT & SONS LTD. 


Atlas Locomotive Works, St. George, Bristol 5. 
T/N Fishponds 53006. T/A Peckett, Bristol. 
London Representatives: Ferguson & Palmer, 
9, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS. 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO., LTD. 


Edmonton, London, N. 18, and Branches, 
Established in 1844. 


FOR RELIABILITY IN METERS. 


INSTRUMENTS 


WALKER, CROSWELLER co. LTD. 
CHELTENHAM, GLOS. Chelteabam 5172 


LEONARD BOTT LIMITED 
Holyhead Road, Wellington, Shropshire. 


T/A Leonardbot, Wellington, Salop. 
T/N Wellington Salop 320. 


GASHOLDERS 
INSPECTED 
Repairs and New Work Supervised. 


BRITISH FURNACES LTD. 


Derby Road, Chesterfield. T/N Chesterfield 
3166. T/A British Furnaces, Chesterfield 
London Office: 3, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 
T/N ABBey 1096. T/A Pyrowork, Sowest, 
London. 

Furnaces for Carburizing, on Norma- 
izing, Annealing and ardening. ndustrial 

3urners, Industrial Heating. 





aS LASERS URE ee NEAT ROR RETEST as 


HILMOR LTD. 


Tube Bending Machines (Hand and Power). 
Tube Bending, Specialists. 

Temporary Offices: London Road, Kneb- 

worth, Herts. T/N Knebworth 3179. 


We can supply machines for bending 
Gas and Steam Piping from } in. to 
2 in. in the cold state. 


| OS LTTE ARETE ORL ENE NE A AEDT TESST 


SPENCER-BONECOURT LTD. 
Wartime Address: Cambridge Road, Hitchin, 
Herts. T/N HITchin 907-8. T/A Bonecourt, 
Specialists in Waste Heat Recovery. Waste 
Heat Boilers for Steam Generation from Waste 
Gases. Industrial Gas-fired Boilers, Tubes, 
Valves. 


M. B. WILD & CO. LTD. 


Mechanical Engineers, Argyle Street, Birming- 
ham 7. T/N East 0472. 


CAPSTANS. BY-PRODUCTS COKE OVEN 
MACHINERY. ELEVATORS. CON- 
VEYORS. WAGON TIPPLERS. 
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UNDERPRESSURE 


UNION 


60% Sulphur absorbed by our 
OXIDE 


which has stood the test of 
60 years. 


Minimum Costs, Highest Efficiency 
ESTABLISHED 1873 


GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL 
COMPANY LIMITED 


PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34, OLD BROAD STREET | 
LONDON, E.C.2. ; 
Telegrams Telephone :| 


“ saaeadion, Stock, London.” London Wall 5977 


TROTTER, HAINES & CORBETT 


LIMITED 


FIRE-CLAY & BRICKWORKS 
STOURBRIDGE 


GAS RETORTS in BEST STOURBRIDGE 
QUALITY also SILICIOUS QUALITY 
81% SILICA 


HIGH GRADE INSULATING QUALITY 
FIREBRICKS 


REGENERATIVE TUBES & TILES 


IRISH BOG ORE 
Porous and Light 
Easy to Work 


A War Time Economy of Labow 


HARRISONS (LONDON) LTD. 
66, MARK LANE, LONDON, E.C. 3 


Telephone : 
ROYal 3120 


AINLAYING 


E. JEAVONS & CO., LTD., 
Gas Engineers and Mainiayers, 
TIPTON, STAFFS. 


Telegrams: 
*BIRCHROCK, LONDON.” 


PATENTS 


MEWBURN, ELLIS & CO., 


CHARTERED PATENT AGENTS 
AND TRADE MARK AGENTS 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 


Telegrams: “Patent, London.” "Phone: Holborn 043) 
And 3, St. Nicholas Bulldings, Newcastie-on-Tyne. 


FOUNDRY, 


Be Sure and Safe by using OUR PATENT “SAFETY” 


ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


PLANT &c. 


FIRTH BLAKELEY, SONS & CO., LTD. 
Vulcan tronworks, Church Fenton, 
Yorks. 
MANUFACTURERS of Gas- 

holders, Tanks, Condensers, Purifiers, 
Scrubbers, Washers, and every description of 
Gas Plant. 

Sole Makers of the “P.M” semi-water Gas Plant. 
Telegrams : ‘‘Blakeleys, Church Fenton.” 
Telephone : Barkston Ash 234 and 235 (Private 
Branch Exchange). Code : “ Bentleys.’ 





ROBERT DEMPSTER & SONS, 
LTD., ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING 
PLANTS, both Horizontal and Vertical. Manu- 
facturers of CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, GAS- 
HOLDERS, &c., also every description of COAL 
and COKE HANDLING PLANT. Telegrams: 


Dem » Elland.” Telephone: Elland 
2241, 2242 and 2243. 


EDUCATIONAL 


AUTHORITATIVE 


CORRESPONDENCE TRAINING 


T.1.G.B. Students have gained 29 
FIRST PLACES and Hundreds 
of Passes in the Examinations 
for A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.GasE., 
A.M.I1.Chem.E., A.M.I.Mech.E., 
A.M.I.E.E., C. &@ G., etc. 
Qualify Now by Home-Study with the 
T.LGB. 

The Department of Fuel Technology covers 
Gas Supply, Gas Gas Power, 
Engineering, and the cates of The 
Institution of Gas Engineers. 

Write to-day for “Engineer’s Guide to 
Success” —FREE—containing the world’s widest 
choice of engineering courses—over 200—and 
which alone gives the Regulations as to 
admission to various examinations such as 
A.M.I.GasE., A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.Mech.E., 
A.M.1.Chem.E., C. & G., &c. The T.LG.B. 
guarantees training until successful. 

THE TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 
OF GREAT BRITAIN 
148 TEMPLE BAR HOUSE, LONDON, E.C,4 


UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 
ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS IN GAS 
ENGINEERING AND CHEMICAL 
ENGINEERING 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the following 
Entrance Scholarships tenable from the beginning 
of the Autumn Term, 1945: 
UNITED KINGDOM 
SCHOLARSHIPS 


GAS CORPORATION 
(Two) in Gas or Chemical 
Engineering. Tenable for 3 or 4 sessions, subject 
to satisfactory progress. Value up to £120 per 
annum. Candidates must be of British nationality 
and will be required to take an Honours Course in 
Gas or Chemical Engineering. 
CHARLES BROTHERTON SCHOLARSHIP in 
Chemical or Gas Engineering. Tenable for 3 or 
4 sessions, subject to satisfactory progress. 
£125 a session. Candidates must be of British 
nationality and will be required to take an Honours 
Course in Chemical or Gas Engineering. 
Entry to the University and tenure of the Scholarships 
will be subject to war-time regulations. 
Applications (on the prescribed form which can be 
obtained from the Assistant Clerk to the Senate, the 
University, Leeds, 2) must be received not later than 


September 1. 


MANSFIELD, 


C.i. TEES, 
Main BAGGING DEVICE 


Value | 


NOTTS. 


PLUG CAPS 


STRACHAN & LY ENSHAW}| TD. 


B®! STOL. 
MANUFACTURERS 


and CONTRACTORS for 


JAANDLING PLANT 
SCREENS, TIPPLERs, ETC. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF MIDDLESBROUGH 
(Corporation Gas-Works) 


ONE OXIDE CONVEYOR 
ONE OXIDE ELEVATOR 
TENDERS are invited for: 
1. Supply, Delivery and Erection of ONE OXIDE 
CONVEYOR. 
2. Supply, Delivery, and Erection of ONE OXIDE 
ELEVATOR. 

Specification and General Conditions of Contract may 
be had on application to the undersigned, subject to the 
payment of a deposit of £1 1s., which will be refunded on 
receipt of a bona-fide Tender. 

Tenders in a plain sealed envelope, which must not 
bear any name or mark indicating the sender, endorsed 
“Tender for One Oxide Conveyor” or “Tender for One 
Oxide Elevator,” should be sent to the undersigned to 
reach him not later than 9 a.m. on-Friday, July 13, 1945. 

The Council do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any Tender, and any contract entered into will 
be subject to the Standing Orders of the Council relating 
to Contracts so far as they are applicable. 

Municipal Buildings, Preston KITCHEN, 

Middlesbrough. Town Clerk. 
June 12, 1945. 


PLANT &c. FOR SALE & WANTED 
*PHONE 98 STAINEs. 
R SALE.—Cylindrical Receiver 30 ft. by 7 ft. 
dia.; 100 lb.; Cornish Boiler, 3,300 Ib., evaporation 
140 lb. w.p.; Weir Feed Pump 8} in. by 6 in. by 13 in.; 
Weir Feed Pumps (2) 5 in. by 3 in. by 6 in.; Weir Service 
Pump 6,300 g.p.h.; 7 h.p., 25 h.p., and 40 h.p. Crossley 
= Engines; Tangye 3-Throw Ram Pump 5 in. by 
in. 
Harry H. Garpam & Co., Lrp., STAmNEs. 


ANVus. New, All-steel, London Pattern, for sale 
* from stock. In sizes 28 lb. to 3} cwt. Very keen 
prices. Ask for leaflet. 


Georce Conen, Sons & Co., Ltp., Wood Lane, London, 
W. 12. Telephone: Shepherds Bush 2070. 





Tve _Gas-Engine-driven Electric GENERATING 
SETS for immediate sale, in excellent condition. 


Full particulars on application to the Gas Company, 
Worcester. j 


Laer Gas-fired STEAM BOILER, 
0-lb. 


w.p., 
good condition. 


Engineer and Manager, Gas-Works, Worksop. 


700-800 Ib. per hour. Must be in 


COMPANY NOTICE 


THE BARNET DISTRICT GAS AND WATER 
COMPANY 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the TRANSFER 
. BOOKS of this Company relating to DEBENTURE 
|\STOCK WILL BE CLOSED on the 23rd June, 1945, 
jand REOPENED on rst July, 1945. 
| Offices: 
Columbia House, 
Aldwych, W.C. 2. 
June 12, 1945. 


By Order of the Board, 
E. D. Davey, 
Secretary. 


(Classified Advertisements continued on p. 802) 





APPOINTMENTS VACANT 


EREC’ TION ENGINEER 


T= Whessoe Company wishes to appoint to its 

erection staff an Engineer aged 25-35 with good 
theoretical and practical engineering training and ex- 
perience in the site erection of steel plate and structural 
work and the installation of plant in the Gas, Oil and 
Steel Industries. Salary £400 and upwards according to 
Qualifications and Experience. 

Applications should be made to the Secretary, The 
Whessoe Foundry and Engineering Co., Ltd., Darlington. 





MESES. NEWTON, CHAMBERS & CO., LTD., 
Thorncliffe, near Sheffield, invite applications for 
appointment as TECHNICAL ASSISTANT in their 
Chemical Engineering and Gas-Works Plant Department. 
This appointment will involve travelling to various parts 
of the country. Previous industrial experience and 
chemical plant operation will be an important advantage. 
Preference will be given to a young man with a science 
degree or equivalent qualification, aged 22 to 30. Apply 
in writing to the Personnel Officer. 


Corrected Advertisement. 


DERBY GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY 


APPOINTMENT OF 
WORKS SUPERINTENDENT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for a Position of 

WORKS SUPERINTENDENT at a Commencing 
Salary of £750 per annum. 

Applicants must have had experience in a similar 
appointment, possess good structural and mechanical 
knowledge of modern plant, consisting of Vertical and 
Horizontal Carbonizing and C.W.G. Plants, and be able 
satisfactorily to control labour. 

The successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

Applications, stating Age, Training, Qualifications and 
Experience, together with copies of two recent Testimonials, 
should be received not later than June 25, 1945. 

Nore.—Position in relation to the Essential 
Order and National Service Acts should be stated. 
Gas Offices, C. H. Mosepa.e, 

Friar Gate, Secretary. 

Derby. 


Works 


ANTED.—Home Service Adviser, trained in 
Domestic Science. Good Cookery Demonstrator 
and Lecturer. Preference Ex-H.M. Forces. 
Applications, stating Age, Experience, Training, 
Certificates held and Salary required with copies of 
Testimonials by June 30, 1945, to Manager, East Hull 
Gas Company, St. Mark Street, Hull. 


MALVERN URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


APPOINTMENT OF 
GAS ENGINEER AND MANAGER 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the appointment 

of GAS ENGINEER AND MANAGER, at a Salary 

of £600 per annum, rising by annual increments of £50 

to a maximum of £750 per annum, plus temporary cost- 
of-living bonus (£59 16s. per annum). 

Applicants must be members of the Chartered Insti- 
tution of Gas Engineers, have a thorough knowledge and 
experience of the control and maintenance of gas-works 
plant (including Woodall-Duckham Vertical Retorts and 
Benzole Plant) and distribution and sales. Previous 
experience in the general administration of a gas under- 
taking is essential, and applicants must also be capable 
of preparing specifications and plans for extensions or 
alterations, and of supervising such work. 

The appointment will be subject to the provisions of 
the Local Government Sueprannuation Act, 1937, and 
the successful candidate will be required to pass a medical 
examination. 

Applications, stating Age, Qualifications and Experi- 
ence, together with information as to position in relation 
to National Service Acts and Essential Works Order, and 
earliest date applicant could commence duty if appointed, 
accompanied by copies of not more than three Testimonials, 
must be delivered to the undersigned not later than 
Friday, June 29, 1945. 
The Council House, 

Malvern. 

June 7, 1945. 


J. Buiman, 
Clerk of the Council. 


— Wigeke 


GRANTEWEST I"? Wp 


NORTH 2160 
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GREAT YARMOUTH GAS COMPANY 
ASSISTANT GAS ENGINEER 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the appointment 
of ASSISTANT GAS ENGINEER to the above 
Undertaking at a commencing Salary of £365, with yearly 
increments of £15 to a maximum of £410 per annum, plus 
cost of living bonus, which is at present £59 16s. per annum. 

Candidates must be qualified Engineers, members of 
The Institution of Gas Engineers, hold the Higher Grade 
Gas Engineering Certificate, and have a thorough know- 
ledge and experience of control and maintenance of 
Gas-works plant, including Benzole Recovery, Tar 
Distillation plant, and also be capable of drawing up 
specifications and preparing plans for extensions or 
alterations, and capable of acting as deputy to the Gas 
Engineer. Experience in gas distribution will be con- 
sidered an advantage. 

Applications, stating Age, Experience and Qualifica- 
tions, together with copies of three recent Testimonials, 
must reach the undersigned not later than June 26, 1945. 

The Ministry of Labour and National Service have 
given permission under the Control of Engagements 
Order, 1945, for the advertisement of this vacancy. 

40, King Street, Joun H. Greenacre, 

Great Yarmouth. Managing Director and Engineer. 


MECHANICAL SUP ENT required by 

large Works in London district to supervise main- 
tenance of all mechanical and electrical plant, including 
water-tube boilers, conveying and bandilae plant, in- 
cluding steam, hydraulic and electric cranes, and also 
repair shops. 

It is essential that applicants should possess, in addition 
to general engineering experience, a knowledge of electrical 
engineering and the ability to organize labour. Salary 
£550-£650 per annum and Pension Fund in operation. 

Applicants should be not more than 45 years of age and 
should state their Training, Experience and Qualifications, 
and their position with regard to the Essential Works 
Order, to No. 9442, “Gas JourNnAL,” 51, High Street. 
Esher, Surrey. 


ANTED. class 
Wages (including bonus) 2s. 
Motor Tricycle provided. 

Application, stating Age, Experience and Qualifications 
to be addressed to the Engineer and Manager, Swadlincote 
District U.D.C., Gas Dept., Belmont Street, Swadlincote, 
near Burton-on-Trent. 


CITY OF COVENTRY 
APPOINTMENT OF 
GAS ENGINEER AND MANAGER 

THE Council invite applications for the appoint- 
ment of ENGINEER AND MANAGER of the 
Gas Undertaking at a commencing Salary of £1,400 per 
annum, rising by two annual increments of £100 and one 
increment of £68 to a maximum of £1,668 per annum 
(plus any war bonus for the time being paid by the Council 
—at present £49 19s. 3d. per annum on the commencing 
Salary) with residential emoluments valued for super- 

annuation purposes at £100 per annum. 

The successful Candidate will be required to pass 
satisfactorily a medical examination and to contribute 
on the statutory basis to the superannuation fund under 
the Superannuation Acts, as amended in regard to 
annuities to widows by the Coventry Corporation Act, 
1936. He will also be required to contribute to the Staff 
Widows’ and Orphans’ Pension Scheme. 

Conditions of Appointment and Forms of Application 
may be obtained from the undersigned, and applications 
must be returned not later than Saturday, June 23, 1945. 

Canvassing directly or indirectly will disqualify the 
candidate. 

The Council House, 

Coventry. 

June II, 1945. 


BOROUGH OF MORECAMBE “AND HEYSHAM 
Gas DEPARTMENT 
APPLICATIONS are invited to fill the following 


vacancies: 

GASFITTER (Distribution). 

C.W.G. PLANT OPERATOR. 

BOILER MAN. 

STOKER (Machine charged horizontals). 

Full particulars and rates of pay for any of these appoint- 
ments may be had on writing to the Borough Gas Engineer, 
Moss Lane, Morecambe. 
Town Hall, 

Morecambe. 





GASFITTER. Present 
o.21d. per hour. 


Freperick SMITH, 
Town Clerk. 


Rocer Rose, 
Town Clerk. 


‘aed 12, 1945. 
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF BIRKENHEAD 
(Gas DEPARTMENT) 


APPOINTMENT OF 
DISTRIBUTION SUPERINTENDENT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
DISTRIBUTION SUPERINTENDENT. 
Applicants must have had general experience in all 

Departments concerned. The Salary will be £475 per 

annum plus £59 16s. war bonus, and the successful 

applicant will be required to contribute to the Corpora- 

tion’s Superannuation Fund. The position will be a 

temporary one in the first instance. 

Applications endorsed “Distribution Superintendent”’ 
giving full details as to Age, Qualifications, and Experience, 
together with copies of three recent Testimonials, should 
be forwarded to the undersigned, Town Hall, Birkenhead, 
not later than Thursday, July 5, 1945. 
Town Hall, E,W. 

Birkenhead. 

June 12, 1945. 


TAME, 
Town Clerk. 


SWADLINCOTE DISTRICT URBAN DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


(Gas DEPARTMENT) 
ENGINEER AND MANAGER 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the appointment 
of Engineer and Manager in the Council’s Gas 
Department, at a Salary of £450 per annum, rising by 
two annual increments of £25 to a maximum of £500. 
A temporary cost of living bonus (at present £59 16s. per 
annum) is also payable. 

Candidates must have had a good general training in 
Gas-works control, distribution and sales. The appoint- 
ment will be subject to the provisions of the Local Govern- 
ment Superannuation Act, 1937, and the selected candi- 
date will be required to pass a medical examination, 

Applications endorsed “Engineer and Manager,” 
stating Age, Qualifications, and Experience, together 
with the names of three persons from whom references 
can be obtained, must be delivered to the undersigned 
not later than Monday, July 2, 1945. 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will be a disquali- 
fication. 

Council Offices, 

Swadlincote, 

near Burton-on-Trent. 
June 15, 1945. 


S. Asnton Srray, 
Clerk of the Council. 


DERBY GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY 
SALES SUPERINTENDENT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 

SALES SUPERINTENDENT for the Domestic Section 
of the Company’s Undertaking at a commencing Salary 
of £650 per annum. 

Candidates must be of good education, possessing the 
Higher Grade Certificate of The Institution of Gas 
Engineers (Supply), and be able to control the Sales 
Organization, Staff and Workpeople. 

The successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

Applications, stating Age, Qualifications, and Experi- 
ence, with copies of two recent Testimonials, should be 
received not later than July 16, 1945. 

Gas Offices, Cc, 

Friar Gate, 

Derby. 


. Mosepatr, 
Secretary. 


LEADING MECHANIC wanted immediately. 

Wages £6 10s. per week, and house at small rental, 
Apply stating Age, Experience, &c., to G. P. Mitchell, 
Managing Director, Worcester New Gas Light Company. 





APPOINTMENTS WANTED 


FUEL ENGINEER, unmarried, 20 years’ experi- 
ence of gas, steam, furnace, and central heating 
plant, as field engineer and plant manager, seeks position 
at home or abroad. Qualified as chartered engineer. 

Address No. 9443, “Gas JourNAL,” 51, High Street, 
Esher, Surrey. 


on Our 
Guarantee 


3, Furlong Road, 
London, N. 7. 


"GRAMS *“SELEKJOINA,HOLWAY, LONDON” 
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NY SOUND BASIC PRINCIPLES 

of design and construction are 
haley a distinguishing feature of all 
ng the operation or under Holmes’ products. This is again 
bys 9 construction. evident from the efficient 
1a operation of ‘‘Holmes-Elex’’ 
nid be Precipitators. 


These include over 
PARALLEL PLATE 
PRECIPITATION 
ELECTRODES 
are the basis of construction of 
all our plants since the first 
speri- ‘Holmes -Elex”’ one built in 1935. 
ition __ Patent This principle is now being 
Street, Electrical Detarrers dinette adopted as the most 
ve satisfactory construction from 
Nae all points of view. 


ion of Precipitation Plants in 


FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS PLEASE WRITE TO: 


HEAD OFFICE + TURNBRIDGE-HUDDERSFIELD 


} ¥ TORIA - MN AN ENN H BIRMINGHAM 





Supplement 2 GAS _JOURN:L ; June 20, 1945 


PROTECTION... 


In common with the modern Gas Meter, the Armadillo may be said 
to consist of a delicate internal mechanism enclosed in an outer 
covering of protective plates, But whereas the Armadillo’s outer 
covering is his protection, the inner workings of the gas meter 
constitute your protection and that of the consumer. 


your a is the ACM METER 


ALDER & MACKAY LTD., NEW GRANGE WORKS, EDINBURGH, 11 


GAS UNDERTAKINGS 


have a big responsibility for maintaining gas 
supply to a vastly increased industrial field. 
Can existing services carry the load ? 

Is pressure being maintained ? 


What effect is varying specific gravity having on 
distribution? 


Specific gravity tests can be useful for this purpose, 
and for determining the effect on combustion. 


SIMMANCE SPECIFIC GRAVITY BELL IS NOT COSTLY, 
AND IS SIMPLE TO USE. 


ALEXANDER Waucat «.@ [rp 


1, Westminster Palace Gardens, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. | 
Works Address (for Goods and Empties) : 28, High Street, Tooting, S.W.17. 
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FORCED DRAUGHT 


STEAM JET FURNACES AIR FAN 


EXISTING 
STEAM JET 
FURNACES 
CAN BE 
EASILY 
CONVERTED 
TO FAN 
DRAUCHT 


Th fi me Pr 
Hsttbasasacttaltsi;: 


LOWER WORKING COST 


LOWER INITIAL COST 
Particulars of Saving on application 


THE CHEMICAL ENGINEERING & WILTON’S 
PATENT FURNACE CO., LTD., HORSHAM, SUSSEX 


11 WELDED STEEL TAR STORAGE TANKS 
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Owing to its exceptional rust-inhibiting properties, 
‘*Ferrodor ” Metal Protection affords great economy in 


labour and reduces maintenance costs to the minimum 
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METAL PROTECTION 


GRIFFITHS BROS & Co tonvon Ltd 


PAINT ENAMEL AND INSULATING .VARNISH SPECIALISTS 
MACKS ROAD, BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 16. Telephone BERmondsey 115! 


SOLE 
MAKERS 
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The Associated Groups of the 


GAS INDUSTRY 


@ UNITED KINGDOM GAS CORPORATION LTD. 

@ BRITISH GAS LIGHT COMPANY LTD. 

O SOUTH - EASTERN GAS CORPORATION LTD 
@ASSOCIATED GAS & WATER UNDERTAKINGS LTD. 
BB SEVERN VALLEY GAS CORPORATION LTO 
WBGENERAL GAS & ELECTRICITY “COMPANY LTD. 

() SOUTH - WESTERN GAS & WATER CORPORATION LTD. 
fa GAS CONSOLIDATION LTD. 

A CEVON GAS ASSOCIATION LTD 

A HOLYHEAD & N.WALES GAS & WATER CORPORATION LTO 
LQ SWINDON &@ DISTRICT GAS CORPORATION LTD.. 

A SOUTH YORKSHIRE & DERBYSHIRE GAS COMPANY 
Wi soutH - MIDLAND GAS CORPORATION: LTD. 

Q ASSOCIATED UTILITIES LTO. 
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"Eos map was originally compiled by 


us for our own use and information. 
so valuable that 
we have decided to make it available to 
others concerned in the Gas Industry. We 


We have found it 


have, therefore, had a quantity printed, 
Ppa 113” x 83”, with the various 
Groups shown in different colours, and shall 
be pleased to forward a copy to any Execu- 
tive interested, on application to our head 
office. 

A larger edition—39” x 30”’—printed on 
linen and suitable for hanging, can be 
obtained for half-a-Guinea, post free. 


WHITTAKER ELLIS 


LTD. 


54 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 
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ENKINS 


You remember seeing 
this illustration of 
a modern horizontal 
carbonising plant, 
having an output of 
+ million cu. ft. a day 


Supplement 6 GAS JOURNAL 


Here is part of our modern Works where it was made 


FOR 
HORIZONTALS 
and 
INTERMITTENT VERTICAL CHAMBER OVENS 


CONSULT 


Ww. J. JENKINS & CO. LTD., RETFORD, NOTTS. Phone: Retford 131 
London Office: 28 VICTORIA ST., LONDON, S.W.1. Phone: ABBEY 1778 
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Modern Industrial Practice 


WILKES {¢ 6: APPLIANCES 


Sitenr, Hen Pressure 


Fans 
Atcosa S.P Tyee 


Belt or Motor Driven 


These fans are extremely 
well made, with heavy steel 
plate casings, high duty 
runners and best quality 
bearings. They are intended 
for use where small volumes 
and high pressures are re- 
quired at convenient motor 
speeds. 

Various capacities made for 
a wide range of duties. 


Please send for list. 


ee a Se ee oe 


A subsidiary of Wiiliam Aliday & Co., Ltd. 
38 G. J. PARADISE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, | 


Telephone: Midland 4804/5/6 


RETORT HOUSE AND 
GENERAL DUST REMOVAL 
IN GAS WORKS 


Industrial Sales Dept. GJ/I 


THE BRITISH VACUUM CLEANER & ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


Office and Works: LEATHERHEAD, SURREY. 
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Telegrams : Yadall, Birmingham 
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™ DAINTY 
Chief 


Streamlined 
modern 
design, cast 
iron construc- 
tion and many 
other special 
features— 
notably 
economical 
consumption 
of gas. 


RUSSELL & SONS LTD. 
PEEL FOUNDRY, DERBY 
Agents for Scotland and Northern Ireland : 


JAMES R. THOMSON & CO., 10, Blythswood St., GLASGOW, C. 2. 


Cleaning by SUCTION 


Well-known users include— 


THE GAS LIGHT & COKE CO., 


Nine Elms, Southall 


and Brentford. 

Also 
BIRMINGHAM CORPORATION GAS CO. 
THE CARDIFF GAS COMPANY 
THE BIRKENHEAD GAS DEPARTMENT 
THE COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY 
THE READING GAS COMPANY 

etc., etc. 


Beckton, 


53-54, HAYMARKET 
LONDON,S W.I. Tel. Abbey 2366 


Telegrams: VACUUMISER, PHONE, LEATHERHEAD. 
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GAS BOOSTERS 
& COMPRESSORS. 


Illustrated above are two Turbo Boosters with capacities of 2,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour each. They are direct-coupled to Steam Turbines. 


We have supplied numbers of Steam Turbine and Motor Driven 
Exhausters for Coke Oven Plants; Steam Turbine, Motor and 
Gas Engine Driven Gas Boosters and Rotary Compressors for 
Transmission and Distribution Purposes; Portable Compressor 
Units for Breaking up Roadways with Pneumatic Picks for 
Laying Gas Mains, and for Caulking and testing Pipe Lines; 
and Turbo Blowers for Water Gas Plants. If you send us par- 
ticulars of your requirements we will quote you for suitable plant. 


Write to Dept. **)” for illustrated 
pamphlets, giving full particulars 
of our manufactures. 


REAVELL 


& Co., Ltd., 


IPSWICH. 


Rotary-Gas Comp Telegrams: “REAVELL, IPSWICH.” 
otary-Gas Compressor. : 
120,000 cu.ft. per hour, Telephone: 2124 & 2125 IPSWICH 
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& SON 
LIMITED 


Alfred Alle 


LOWER GORNAL, Nr DUDLEY 


LIGHT RAILWAY TRACK, 
POINTS AND GROSSINGS 


Completely fabricated on steel sleepers 
ready for laying down. Right-hand, left- 
hand, symmetrical and three-way. 
Portable Turntables of all types. 

Tip Waggons, Colliery Tubs, 

Brick Cars and special wag- 

gons of every description. 


London Office : 23, Lawrence Lane, E.C.2. Telephone : MONarch 2978 
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TRADE MARK Q 
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MADE IN = & = SIZES, BLACK 


FINISH, FITTED N.P. M & F ENDS 
ALSO 
METAL-LINED RUBBER PUSHONS, 


M or F ENDS 


A. R. WILLMOTT & Co. 


REDHILL, 
SURREY 


Patentees and Sole Makers 


*Phone : 
Redhill 98 
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JEAVONS 
GAS 
GOVERNORS: 


HIGH Pressure SERVICE GOVERNORS 


Inlet Pressures, 1-75 |b. per sq. in. 
Outlet Pressures, inches w.g. as specified 


JEAVONS ENGINEERING COMPANY 
(Props.: E. E. JEAVONS & Co. Ltd.) 


TIPTON STAFFS 


Grams : ‘‘ PIPELINES’”’ Phone: TIPTON 1621 (3 lines) 


VEE-REG 


VALVES 


ELIMINATE VALVE TROUBLES 
GIVE A MORE EFFICIENT SERVICE 
REDUCE MAINTENANCE COSTS 


ENGINEERING SPECIALISTS LTD. 
46, KINGSWAY - LONDON, W.C.2 


BOARDS 


PERFECTLY BALANCED 
TABLES 


: : ENTIRELY BRITISH 
THE MAVITTA DRAFTING MACHINES LTD. 


ANCHOR WORKS, PARK ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 6 
Telephone: EAST 0482, Telegrams: MAVITTA, BIRMINGHAM 
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THESE Blowpipes are intended 
for use with High-pressure 


Gas, and are very useful plant 
| iy | AN equipment, having, amongst 


other advantages, greater free- 


dom in use, because only one 
AS flexible connection is necessary 


—a gas connection. 


BLOWPIPES Made in six sizes, for gas con- 
sumptions from 6 to 400 cubic 


feet per hour. 





KEITH BLACKMAN LTD., MILL MEAD ROAD, LONDON, N. !7. "PHONE: TOTTENHAM 4522. ‘GRAMS: KEITHBLAC PHONE LONDON 


Struct ral 
Steelwor 


Cr the qas industry 


& CO.LTD., LONDON, EDINBURGH, GLASGOW, MANCHESTER, 

BIRMINGHAM, BRIGHTON, GLOUCESTER, HULL, LEEDS, 

LIVERPOOL, NEWCASTLE, SHEFFIELD, SOUTHAMPTON, 

2) od ©) DL @) ©) ol | © A) eV =) od Sd od ll 
Telephone: REGENT 0345. 


Printed by Straker Brothers, Ltd., London, E.C.2, for WatTer Kino, Luurep, 11, Bott Court, Fieet Street, Lonpon, E.C.4.—Wednesday, June 20. 1945, 
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DO YOU KNOW 


the extent of capital investment in 
authorised gas company undertakings? 


= 4 total additional investment of 
£5 million over the first £100 million 


Board of Trade returns up to 1936 show 


that Gas holds as serious an attraction 
for the modern investor as it did for 


his forebears. 


a m 
Now, as then, Gas Meters by W. & B. Cowan FITZALAN STREET WORKS, KENNINGTON ROAD, LONDON 


Branches at 


give accurate measurement for the benefit MANCHESTER - NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE - GLASGOW 


Manufacturers of all types of quality appliances for 


the measurement and pressure control of Coal Gas 
C.M.C.8 


of investor and consumer alike. 
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FOR 
CONSUMERS, STATION 


LABORATORY METERS 
* 
SPECIALISTS IN 
TESTING APPARATUS 





238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, E€.2, and at OLDHAM. 
























Over 


2000 
Tons 
Supplied 






CLOUGH (croydon) Lm 


Progress Way. Purley Way. Croydon. 
TELEPHONE: Croydon, 2627. 


« - S Toare 


Gas Undertakings use “Broomwade”... . 


portable Sleeve Valve Air Compressors, road breakers, rock drills, clay spades, 
backfill rammers and pneumatic tools for repair work, for clearing gas mains, 
main laying, testing mains, pumping, caulking joints, paint spraying, speedy 
replacement of services, reconstruction work, etc., etc. 


Comparable with a Modern British Warship in Efficiency and Dependability 


ae ROO ADE. 


PATENT SLEEVE VALVE PORTABLE 

AIR COMPRESSORS 

BROOM & WADE LIMITED - HIGH WYCOMBE - BUCKS - *PHONE: 1630 (8 LINES) 
@ 30.410 















FOR NEARLY 7 
“WELLINGTON” 
AND FITTINGS HAD 
ENJSOVED THE CONFIDENCE 


OF THE GAS INDUSTRY 
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INCLUDING 


"THE VICTORIA TUBE C9 L?° ano EDWARD SMITH LTD. 


We ee 





